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Sketches of the Life of the Reverend Nennmian WILLIAMS, 
late Paftor of a Congregational Church in Brimfield, in 
the Commonwealth of Majfackufetts. 


HE Reverend Nehemiah Williams was fon of the 
Reverend Chefter Williams, paftor of a church in 
Hadley ; who died in an early period of his miniftry. The 
gentleman to whofe life we are now attending, was educated 
at Harvard College; where he received the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts, A.D. 1769. Some time after he left the 
Univerfity, he commenced a preacher of the gofpel; and 
was employed by feveral vacant focieties. He was ordained 
paftor of the church in Brimfield, Feb. 9th, 1775. 

His abilities were above the common level, to which he 
added early application; and made good proficiency in all 
the branches of learning taught at College. In the act of 
the general court of Maflachufetts for incorporating the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, in the year 1780, 
Mr. Williams was named asa member. He devoted his 
acquirements to his facred funétion, and obtained a diftin- 
guifhed reputation in the chriftian church. 

In prayer, he was connected, pertinent, and folemn.’ 
His fermons have been feldom exceeded for richnefs and 
variety of thought, natural arrangement, and purity and, 
perfpicuity of ftyle. His difcourfes were delivered with 
energy and pathos; equally removed from the coldnefs of 
a lecturer in the Mathematics, and a pompous parade of 
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eal. He was liftened to with clofer attention, and heard 
with greater pleafure, than moft preachers. 
fie was an able and a bold advocate for the doctrines of 


race, as they are underftood by Arid? Calvinifis. Hedid 


not confine his reading or efteem either to ancient or modern 


vriters, whe have attempted to elucidate the fcheme of 
faith and practice taught in the Bible. He was not afhamed 
openly to avow revealed truths, nor was he afraid tofollow 
them into what he judged to be their neceflary confe- 
guences; and kept back nothing which he thought pro- 
fitable to his hearers. He was aware of the danger that 
arifes from having men’s perfons in admiration; and was 
too difcerriing and candid to admit that any clafs of chrif- 
tians can, in the prefent imperfect flate of the church, be 
juftly exempted from the wood, hay and ftubble, which 
will be burnt up in the day of the Lord. He lamented 
the differences among the friends of vital piety ; and re- 
joiced in the profpect of their greater union. He was 
pained in a furvey of the calamities through which the 
church mutt pafs, according to the prophetic page, before 
fhe will reach her millennial glory; and derived confola- 
tion from the belief, that God will make the wrath of man 
to praife him, and that the remainder of wrath he will 
reftrain. Fully convinced that the feriptures were given 
by infpiration of God, and that they incuicate a religion 
which, in its leading points, is effentially different ait 
any other ever promulgated among mankind, he look- 
ed with indignation upon the conduct of thofe nominal 
chriftians, who, under the f{pecious cloak of liberality, give 
up all the peculiarities of the chriftian fyftem. In exhibit- 
ing doctrines from the defk, which are wounding to hu- 
man pride, he avoided that afperity of language or ad- 
drefs, which tended to arm his audience againft conviction. 
The benevolence of his heart, and the {weetnefs of his man- 
ners, added to his acquaintance with men and things, 
fhielded him againft rude attacks, and procured him ge- 
neral re{pectability. 

Mr. Williams was faithful in attending to the feveral 
duties of his paftoral relation. Few minifters have fhewn 
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Life of the Rev. Nehemiah Williams. 163 
a higher practical regard to the apoftolic charge —Preach 
the word; be inftant in feafon, out of feafon, reprove, re- 
buke, exhort, with all loug-fuffering and doftrine. He was 
abundant in urging the duty of mutual watchfulnefs on 
church members, and laboured to uphold chriftian dif- 
cipline. By prudent and conciliating behaviour he was 
formed to maintain union and peace in fociety. He en- 
tered with readinefs and eafe into the feelings of thofe who 
were roufed from ftupidity into anxious folicitude about 
their future ftate; and into the hopes, fears and tempta- 
tions of the people of God. With a fympathetic heart 
he bore the burdens of the forrowful and the affisted. By 
unwearied exertions among the flock over which he was 
made an overfcer, he evidenced that he fought not their’s, 
but them; and fecured their efteem and affections. 

His ufefulnefs was not confined within the limits of his 
own church and ¢ongregation. He was much improved 
abroad in ecclefiaftical councils, convened for the fettlement 
of contreverfies. He was diftinguifhed, for difcernin 
the point in debate, for penetrating the real defigns of the 
parties, and for reconciling them to each other. His in- 
tegrity, decifion and firmnefs were never called in queftion 
in any part of his conduct. 

Mr. Williams was formed for domeftic happinefs; 
which he enjoyed to a high degree with the lady whom 
he married foon after his fettlement at Brimfield; and who 
furvives, together with a numerous offspring. He was 
a kind hufband, and a tender parent. He watched with 
parental care over his children; labouring to inftil good 
principles into their minds, and to guard their morals. 
He early inculcated upon them that picty and virtue were 
of infinitely higher worth than the pleafures, riches and 
honours of the world. He folemnly and affectionately 
repeated this counfel to them from his dying bed. 

This worthy man was a pattern of the humane and 
focial virtues. He devifed liberal things, and his hand 
was open to the wants of the poor and the needy: his 
houfe was a houfe of hofpitality, and was much reforted 


to by his numerous acquaintance: his native cane 
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and vivacity rendered him a pleafing companion: he was 
free to acknowledge his own faults, and reluctant in ex- 
pofing thofe of others. He was a faithful friend—He 
never deceived by his profeflions. In the minds of fur- 
vivors to whom he unbofomed himéelf, the recollection of 
fcenes 1 in which he once bore a part, is, *¢ like the memory 
of joys that are paft, pleafant and mournful to the foul.” 

That Mr. Williams’s worth may be more fully known, 
it is neceflary to give a more particular account of his 
piety. In his youth he was hopefully renewed in the 
{pirit of his mind; and his fubfequent exemplary beha- 
viour evidenced that he had pafied from death unto life. 
He difcourfed feeling!y on the infinite worth of God’s 
onsgs a tracter; the holineis, juftice, and goodnefs of his 
law; € corruptions of his own heart, and his abfolute 
‘etna nce oa the grace of the gofpel, for the removal 
of guilt, and the beftowment of eternal falvation. He 
was W ont to fay in the freedom of converfation, ** | can- 
not doubt the perfection of the divine mind, or govern- 
ment; whatever may be my fears concerning my reconci- 
liation to God. I think, I do not with for any alteration 
in his plan, or defire tobe faved in any other way than 

hrough the atonement. I hope that I am_ willing that 
God fhould have all the glory of delivering me from the 
wrath to come, and bringing me to heaven; and that I 
have a difpofition to fubmit to his will in all things.” 

His public fervices were frequently interrupted by fick- 
nefs, and his life was in feveral inftances threatened. By 
fuch afflictive difpenfations he was always roufed to greater 
diligence and zeal, both asa chriftian and a minifter, and 
appeared to ‘be more dead to the world. As he drew 
near the clofe of his days, the words of infpiration were 
verified in him—Tbe path of the juft is as the ini ing light, 
that fatneth more and more unto the perfeét day. During 
the confumptive diforder which proved fatal, and by which 
he was taken off from public fervice for near ten months, 
his piety fhone with brighter luttre, and heightened the 
endearments between him and his chriftian friends. He 
was humbied in a review of paft fins; laboured to imprefs 
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Life of the Rev. Nebemiah Williams. 163 
the worth of chriftianity on the minds of all to whom he 
had accefs; and, believing-that the time of his departure 
was at hand, he {poke of the holy enjoyments of heaven 
in a manner to be expected from a chriftian of his know- 
ledge, who was about to inherit the promifes. To a-bro- 
ther in the miniftry and an intimate friend, who vifited 
him in his languifhing ftate, he addrefled himfelf in words 


. 


of the following import—* I feel that I am a finner, and 
deferve everlaiting wrath. Of how many fins of omiffion 
and commiffion have I been guilty as a man and a minifter! 
My hope of pardon and eternal life is built cholly on the 
free and fovereign mercy of God, through Jefus Chritt 
our Lord. If I am not greatly deceived, my heart loves 
the doctrine of the free and fovereign mercy of God, as re- 
vealed in the gofpel. If I get to heaven, it will be a 
marvellous difplay of mercy! I fhall be filled with admi- 
ration and praife for ever! I have never had the raptur- 
ous enjoyments in religion that fome {peak of; but I can 
truft myfelf in the hand of God, and do rejoice that he 
eigneth, and will glorify his name by all things; and that 
finners who are faved will be to the praife of the glory of 
his grace. I can recommend the gofpel plan of falvation 
to all my fellow-finners. O that I had done it more and 
better when I was able to preach! It is animating to 
look forward to the heavenly ftate! I know but Iittle 
concerning itnow. The Bible was not written to gratify 
the curiofity of mankind relative to the future world, or 
any other fubjeét. It is plainly revealed that there is a 
future ftate of rewards and punifhments—that both will be 
without end—what thofe characters are that will be admit- 
ted to happinefs, or doomed to mifery—what remedy 1s 
provided for the falvation of finners—and what is the ge- 
neral nature of the rewards and punifhments to be confer- 
red, or infli€ted, by the righteous Judge of all the earth. 
The fcriptures inform that the enjovments of heaven will 
be holy—(no other ate worth poflefling )—that the union 
between Chrift and believers will be perfeét—that there 
will be no difcord among the inhabitants of the new Jeru- 


falem—and that every heart will join in the work of praife. 
y J hI 
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Oh! let us prepare to meet where fin and forrow do not 
dwell, and where perfect friendfhip reigns! We fhall be 
prefent at the fecond coming of Jefus Chrift. We thall 
feel deeply interefted in his appearing, as well as all the 
inhabitants of heaven, earth, and hell. The difcoveries of 
the day of judgment will infinitely exceed what we can now 
conceive! If we are real chriftians, we fhall be filled with 
joy, and break forth in hallelujahs, in beholding the reve- 
lation of the righteous judgment of God!” 

On being afked, What were his reflections on his preach- 
ing, as he looked back upon it from the borders of eter- 
nity? he replied, “ I never more firmly believed the doc- 
trines I have preached than now—lI can die by the religion 
I have laboured to enforce upon my fellow mortals—l re- 
fle& with moft fatisfaction on thofe public performances, 
in which I was moft decidedly evangelical, made ufe of 
the greateft plainnefs, and took the directeft aim at the con- 
fciences of men.” 

When the converfation turned upon leaving his family 
and flock, he obferved, “* I muft foon leave my dear wife 
and teachildren—I have had painful conflicts with my- 
icif in contemplating the fubjeét. My family will be left 
under worldly circumftances which are not flattering. My 
children are in the forming age. The principles and man- 

ers of the day are corrupt and enfnaring. But I have 
been brought to refign my family into the hand of God. 
The widow and the fatherlefs have, in moft inftances, 
been much better provided for than human wifdom could 
forefee. Why fhould I queftion the kindnefs and compaf- 
fion of my heavenly Father? The affection I feel for the 
people of my charge has occafioned me no {mall concern. 
in their deftitute ftate they will be liable to be {cattered, 
and to be led aftray from the truth. But were my life to 
be lengthened out, and my health reftored, it would not 
be in my power to prevent the evils I dread. The Re- 
deemer ever liveth, and is able to promote his own caufe. 
He can raife up and fend to this flock a much: better paftor 
than their prefent one. I am liable to over-rate my own 
importance. When I fhall be numbered with the dead, 
I fhall 
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f fhall foon be forgotten among the living, like thofe who 
have gone before me; and one may be raifed up to fuc- 
ceed me. who will be made inftrumental in the hand of 
God of doing much more good than I have been.” 

This excelient man expreffed great fatisfaction that he 
had paffed his life in the evangelical minifiry; and faid, 
in the fame conference, “ I fhould be much more grati- 
fied in the profpeé of having a fon, properly qualified, 
enter into that employment than any other, whatever 
trials might fall to his lot. It is truly a good work. I blefs 
God that he inclined my heart to undertake it, and hath 
fupported me in it, though moft unworthy to this hour.” 

To the inquiry, Whether his views of divine things 
had never been obfcured in the courfe of his languifh- 
ment? heanfwered, ‘* My views of the reality and worth 
of the religion I profefs, have not been at all times lively 
or clear; a cloud, at intervals, has been fpread over my 
mind. I am taught by fuch defertions, as well as in other 
ways, that I am perfectly dependent on the influences of 
the Holy Spirit; who alone begins, carries on, and com- 
pletes a work of grace in the hearts of believers. I know 
that my heart, of itfelf, would never take a fingle fte 
towards God. If he were now wholly and finally to leave 
me, afterall that, I truft, he hath done for my foul, I 
fhould apoftatize and perifh. If I did not believe that 
the final perfeverance of the faints were fecured by the 
promifes in the covenant of grace, I fhould fink in de- 
{pair. The promifes of God are my hope in life and 
death.” 

In the clofe of the above conference, he exhorted, “‘ Be 
not difcouraged, my brother, in your work; though infi- 
delity and wickednefs threaten to come in like a flood; 
the caufe in which you are engaged is a glorious caufe— 
it will never be overthrown—it will triumph over all its 
enemies. Long may you Jabour in the vineyard, and 
have great fuccefs. Be faithful unto death, and the Lord 
Jefus Chrift will give thee a crown of life.” 

From the foregoing fketches may be learned Mr. Wil- 


liams’s general ftate of mind near the clofe of life; as 
feveral 
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feveral of his friends who vifited him, and thofe who con: 
ftantly attended him, can bear witnefs. 

For a few of the laft weeks of his continuance in the world, 
his decline was rapid, and his removal was daily expected, 
When the immediate fymptoms of his diffolution appeared, 
he was ferene and undaunted, repeatedly obferving to his 
wife, and others around him, “+ I fhall not furvive this 
day, and am going into eternity within a few hours.” 
When the efforts of nature were almoft at an end, he re- 
peated the words of the Pfalmift, Be ftill, and know that J 
am God! He {poke with raifed feelings—I have finifbed my 
courfe with joy! He uttered a fhort prayer for a quick and 
eafy paflage through the dark valley. He then joined his 
hands in the pofture of devotion, and without a ftruggle, 
or a groan, or a diftorted feature, he fell afleep. He died 
at feven o’clock on Saturday evening, November 26, 17905 
in the 48th year of his age, and 22dof his miniftry; and, 
we doubt not, entered into the joy of his Lord. 

His funeral was attended the Wednefday following, by 
the minifters in the vicinity, and a numerous concourfe of 
people. A difcourfe, fuitable to the occafion, was delivered; 
by the Reverend Mr. Pope, of Spencer, from Acts xx. 
38. Sorrowing moft of all for the words which he {pare, tbat 
they fhould fee his face no more. 

E. 
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To the Editor of the Theological Magazine. 
SIR, 


OBSERVE, in feveral of your late Magazines, letters on 

free difcuffion. In vol. ii. p. 142. one appears, written with 
an obvious defign to evince the propriety of admitting fceptical 
doubts, and deiftical queftions, into your publication. Friendly, 
mytelf, to free inquiry, | have no apprehentions, that the doctrines 
ot divine revelation will ever fuffer from candid examination. Still 
it is, at leaft, extremely doubtful whether the Theological Maga- 
zine, which is more or lefs read by almoft all clafles. of people, 
be the proper place for difcuffing the doubts, and refuting the cavils 
of fceptics and infidels. On the other hand, there is every reafon 
to fuppote that, fhould the objeftions of deifts, and of men ot 
corrupt 
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corrupt minds, be freely admitted into your publication, it would 
be the occalion of diffeminating error and infidelity, in many in- 
ftances, beyond their prefent extent. When we refleét upon the 
































d. natural infidelity of the human heart, it can hardly fail to occur, 
d that weak objections will have greater influence with multitudes, 
ve and, by reafon of their own prejudices and partiality, carry greater 
ue | conviction, than the moft folid and rational anfwers. ‘This pre- 
is judice, in human nature, the author of the letters on free difcuffion 


feems too much to have overlooked. But, on the other hand, 





e- reprefents Fovianus as candid in his doubts, as chriftians are in 
of their belief, of the doétrines of chriftianity. And we {fhould 
naturally be led, by the reprefentation here given, to fuppofe it 
4 was really owing to a want of means of better information, that 
id this very ingenious young gentleman was fo unhappily deivded. 
1S a But, are there not anfwers, in abundance, already given to the 
By objections and cavils of deiftical writers? Whenever old objec- 
d tions have been new vamped, or put on a different garb, have 
7 they not been fufficiently and abundantly refuted by the advocates 
for divine revelation? Have not men of the greateft eminence 
: employed their learning and talents in correcting the miftakes, 
and retuting the errors of fceptics and infidels? Or was it out of 
y the power of this learned young man, with all his affluence, -to 
f avail himfelf of their writings, and of the moft folid and fubftantial 
F anfwer to any obje€tions with which he might be affailed by the 
’ adverfary? Or if the talents and abilities of the greateft of men, 
9 Wek? whofe writings are equally diffufed with thofe of the fceptical clafs, 
‘ have been unfuccefsfully employed in defence of divine revelation, 
and proved, hitherto, infufficient to ftop the torrent of infidelity, 
is it to be expected, that a little periodical publication will arreft all 
error in its progrefs, difpel the darknefs, and tor ever clofe the lips 
of men of corrupt minds? 

It may be relied on, Mr. Editor, that, fhould the advice of this 
letter writer be followed, the reputation of your Magazine will 
fink ; and you will lofe the patronage of many, whofe efteem you 

; would not willingly forfeit. 
: ' Some, perhaps, may be ready to fufpect, that this letter writer 
I himfelf may not be the moft cordial friend to that fcheme of doc- 
! trine which your Magazine was originally inftituted with a defign 
; to fupport. But be this as it may, many will fuppofe the plan, 
$ which he wifhes to adopt, to be, at leaft, very injudicioufly cho- 
l fen, 
; 
: 
f 
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Of Free Difcuffion.  - 


OF FREE DISCUSSION. 


“ Eft modus in rebus, funt ferti denique fines, 
** Quos ultra citraque requit confiftere rectum.” 


N No. 1. vol. 1i. of the Theological Magazine, are feveral lettery 
on a free and unreftrained difcuffion of all moral and religious 
fudjects in the faid Magazine. Who the author is, or who the 
perfon to whom they are addreffed, Lam ignorant; nor am I con- 
cerned to know. © But I conceive the author draws from certain 
important truths, erroneous confequences. It is doubrlefs an im- 
portant truth, that a free difcuffion of all moral and religious fub- 


jects is to be indulged. But it does not hence follow, that fuch a 


difcuffion is to be admitted into the Theologica] Magazine. When 
Peter came to Cornelius, it was not proper for him to enter into 
a difcuffion of the queftion concerning Jephthah’s executing his 
rath vow, or of that concerning God’s viliting the iniquities of 
fathers upon the children. It is prefumed, that our author him- 
felf will not affert, that every minifter of the gofpel ought, on the 
ground of free difcuffion, to admit Papifts, Mahomerans, Deifts, 
and Atheifts, to deliver their refpective opiatons to his people, on 
the Sabbath, as opportunity may admit. Now, the fubfcribers for 
the Theological Magazine in general, are plain, ferious, good 
inen, of a particular clafs of chriftians, and of a particular way 
of thinking, on moral and religious fubjects; men who have no 
difpotition or time, and are under no neceflity, to examine very 
far into the Popifh, the Mahometan, the Deiftic or Atheiftic con- 
troverfy. Such men would no more think it fubfervient to their 
edification, that the Theological Magazine be tilled with the dif- 
cufficri of thofe controverties, than that their pulpits be filled with 
it on the fabbath. If, therefore, it fhould be filled with that difcuf- 
fion, they would difrelith it, anid would foon withhold their fubferip- 
tions. ‘The effects of this would probably be the ceffation of the 
Magazine, a great lofs to the Editor, and little or no good done 
by the diicuffion ; for the readers in general of the Magazine are 
not prepared to obtain good by it, and the difcuffion itelf would, 
in the ceffation of he Magazine, ceafe too, and probably before it 
could be brought to any proper iffue. Therefore, though] ama 
triend to the moft free difeuffion of every fubject, | with it may be 
remembered, that there is ** a time and place for every work and 
purpofe under the fun:’”” And for the fame reafon that the pulpit 
of acommon congregation is not the place for the aforefaid free 
diicuffion, the Theological Magazine is not the place for it. The 
pulpit is a place proper for the moderate difcufion of fome fub- 
jects; viz. o' thole to which the hearers may be competent, and. 
the difcuffion of which may be fubfervient to their edification. Of 
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es 
this every minifter. mu judge, and ought to a@.with difcretion. 
So. the Theological Magazine is a,preper place for the difcufhon 
of fome fubjects, “ad to a certain extent; viz. of thofe-{ubjeéts, 
and to thatextent, which will be edifying to’the fupporters of the 
Magazine in general. Of this, the Editor, who, in cafes of doubt, 
can avail himfelf of good advice, is the proper judge. «4 , 

If, therefore, our author with to difcufs any fubjects which 
are judged to be improper for the Magazine, Jet him fend forth 
his Jucnbratious in any other channel, as he pleafes; and if he 
with for affiftance as to the expence, no doubt fubicribers enough 
may be found, provided his publication 1s like to be ingenious and 
ufeful for the increafe of light. I piomife him, in that cate, one 
fubferiber at leaft, however oppofite his fentiments may be to my 
own. On the whole, our author has no right to impute to any 
gentleman the {pirit by which the papifts perfecuted the reformers, 
becaufe he does not think that either the pulpit of a common con- 
gregation, convened on the Sabbath, or the Theological Maga- 
zine, is the proper place for the unreftrained difcuffion of every 
theological and moral fubject. 

IOTA. 
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Brief Remarks on THEOLOGICAL SKETCHES No. VI. 
Concerning the proper Olje& of Praife and Blame. 





HE ingenuity and candour of the author of this piece are 
_, acknowledged, ‘The prefent remarker would decline op- 
poling fuch an agreeable writer, did it not appear to him, that in 
one very material point his fentiment is exceptionable. He will 
not be difobliged, nor the public, it is prefumed, that an attempt 
be made, to point out his apprehended miftake. The fentiment 
which I conceive to be erroneous in him, is to this import, that 
worthine/s of praife and blame do not radically and immediately 
confifi in volition, or adits of the will. (See page 111, and 
elfewhere.) It 1 underftand ihe author, he refolves the direé&t 
defert of praife and blame entirely, not into volition itfelf, or vo- 
luntary exercife, but into that which is the caufe of them, which 
he calls general difpofitions or propentities. It is evident beyond - 
hefitation, that this writer means to diftinguifh between difpot- 
tions of the foul and volitions: the firft, in his view, is the foun- 
dation of the latter. ~ There is the fame diftinétion between them 
as is between caufe and effect. IJ. need not quote particular fen- 
tences for the proof of this: it is the {pirit of the whole differta- 
tion. And it is thefe difpofitions or propenfities, (as he treats the 
matter) in which * alone,”’ praife and blame-worthinefs are un- 
mediately feated. 1 
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It is proper to glance at the main azuments, by which the 
fketcher endeavours to fupport his hypothefis, and then to offer 
“fome arguments in favour of the contrary opinion. The fen- 
timent now excepted againft is, that moral faultinefs doth not ef- 
fentially confift in voluntary exercifes, but in a fort of paflive dif. 
pofition or propenfity, from which volitions proceed as their 
caufes. A main argument adduced in fupport of this fentiment, 
and that indeed to which it is thought all the reft are reducible, 
is, that ‘* candid judges never decide, that a perion is guilty ofa 
crime which is malum in fe, until they have found that the ac- 
tion proceeded from an evil difpofition.”” An inftance is referred 
to of a murderer killing aman. Merely the act of killing a man 
doth not conftitute murder, even although it hath been done de 
fignedly and voluntarily. ‘ Before he can be condemned, the 
volition muft be prawed to have arifen from prepenfe malice.” 
This is admitted to be true, but not as pertinent to the purpofe, 
It is {uppofed m this argument, to anfwer the defign in view, that 
prepenfe malice is not a voluntary act, but only the ground of it: 
but this is denied; and on the contrary aflerted, that malice, 
hatred, envy, 2c, are all exercifes of the heart. Uvnlefs, there- 
fore, the /ketcher thall prove, that prepenfe malice is not an ac 
of the will, or an exercife of heart, his argument to prove that 
blame is not direétly feated in volition, is unfounded. 
The above reafoning is progreffively purfued and illuftrated to 
a confiderable length; but the whole terminates on the point al- 
ready expreffed; and, for brevity’s fake, any further remarks on 
it may be omitted. [ would, however, obferve, in agreement wiih 
this writer, that in forming a judgment concerning the nature of 
an action, we muft have recourfe to the defign or nature of the 
difpofition from which the agent aéts: but that thefe ftrong ma- 
licious propenfities and difpofitions, which are productive of mur- 
der, are not exercifes of heart, or voluntary acts of the mind, is 
incumbent on him to prove; and until he fhall prove it, his hy- 
pothefis is without fupport. It is certain, that thefe propenfities are 
effects, and not merely caufes; inafmuch as efficient caufes are 
not felt; we know them only by their fruits: but thefe internal 
difpofitions we perceive operating in us, as fenfibly as any acts 
of the will whatever. To me it appears, that all thefe propenfities 
or difpofitions of the foul, which have any moral quality in them, 
are eget the fame thing as volition ifelf, or free aéts of the 
will. And your multiplied obfervations, that blame-worthinels 
is not primarily feated in external aétions, volitions, fubordinate 
ends, and the like, it is humbly conceived, do not avail to your 
purpofe. It is however acknowledged, that fome volitions “may 
flow from antecedent propentities, as their intermediate fource, 
For inftance, ‘ prepenfe malice” of heart, may be the occafion 
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of a man’s volition or determination to lie in wait at a private 
place, in order to murder the object of his hatred; and of his tak- 
ing inftruments with him to perpetrate the horrid deed ; of ufing 
thefe inftruments when opportunity Occurs ; and fo an original 
evil propentity may give birth to a train of particular volitions ; 
but this proves not that the original propentity itfelf was not a vo- 
luntary act, as much fo as the confequent ones. It only proves, 
that one tree act of the will may be a foundation for another: 
as we know it may be fo in many cafes. For inftance, I have an 
inclination or wi// to go a journey, and in profecution of the de. 
ficn, have a wi// to purchafe a horfe, for which purpofe I have 
a wi//to colleé&t fome money, and therefore w7// to call in a cer- 
tain debt: in order to which | have a wz// to fue a debtor. Here 
are a number of volitions, one giving rife to another: but this 
proves not, that the original propenfity to goa journey, is not as 
much a real aét of will, as thofe confequential acts ef will which 
proceed from it. ‘For aught appears, therefore, that — dii- 
pofition, which gives rife to fucceeding voliuons, as well as out- 
ward aétions, isas much an aétof will as any to which it gives 
the {pring. 

I now proceed, concifely to offer a few arguments to prove, 
that defert of praife and blame is immediately feated in aéts of the 
will, and not in any antecedent propentities, in diftin€tion from 
yolition. 

1. ‘Lhe fcriptures refolve the objets of praife and blame into 
volition, as being that wherein they effentially confift. The apof- 
tle faith, if there be firft a wz//ing mind, it is accepted according 
to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. 2 Cor. 
vill. 12. Is not a we/ling mind the fame as the wi// aGfing ? 
Yer to this is praife exclufively afcribed. Chrift faid to the Jews, 
‘Ye will not come to me that ye might have life.” John 
v.40. Here blame is caft upon the wi// tor its refufal of Chrift. 
Our Saviour blames the Jews, becaufe that when he would have 
gathered them, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
yet they would mot. Matt. xxiii. 37. “ It ye be willing and 
obedient, ye fhall eat the good of the land.”’ Ifa. i. 19. The terip- 
tures are fo full in this ftrain, commending the good actions of 
the will, and condemning the contrary, that I need not refer to 
an hundredth part of the places, where the objects of praife and 
blame are cither impliedly or exprefily faid to confift in aéts of 
the will. 

2. ‘That all moral qualities are inherent in volition, is evident 
from hence, that in nothing elfe doth free moral agency confift. 

‘That any perfon can be deferving of praife or blame, in a moral 
fenfe, unleis his a€tions are free and voluntary, is contrary to the 
veafon and fenfe of mankind. Suppofing a man were forced to 
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an ‘action, to which there was no confent of his will—no volition 
—thee would be no merit or demerit in the action, any more thap 
there is in an action of a mechanical power; for it would be fub. 
ftantially the fame. The /Retcher himfelf acknowledges, that 
in the exiftence of thefe internal difpofitions we are paffive, (page 
116) and if we are paflive in them, we are certainly not aétive, 
We are therefore not free agents; and yet it is a dictate founded 
in the common fenfe of mankind, that we are not accountable for 
actions in which there is no freedom, or in which we are not free 
agents. Kit 
{ freely confefs, if the author of the fketches oa which 1 am 
animadverting, by internal propenfities and difpofitions, means a 
fteady courte of voluntary exercifes, or the will in conftant mo- 
tion toward certain objects, I have no controverfy with him on 
the fubje&t under confideration: but | think, as he hath expreffed 
timfelf, this cannot be his idea. 1 have no diflike to the ufe of 
the ferms propenfity, difpofition, habit, principle, bias, tafte, &e. 
if by them be meant a conftant ftated exercife of heart, or a uni- 
form courfe of volitons. But if by them be meant fomething 
diftinét from thefe, and the antecedent ground or foundation of 
them, for the reafons already fuggeited, 1 muft beg leaye to think, 
thefe terms are ufed improperly. 

3. If evil difpofitions be diftin@ from voluntary exercifes, and 
be caufes of them, doth not this fuppofition fix the whole blame of 
finful volitions on God? The effe@, viz. volition, it is faid, is 
not the direct obje@ of blame, but the caufe; and if fo, provided 
Gd be the-immeciate or primary caufe of all things, doth not 
this imply, that God, who is in fome way or other the caufe of 
all, muft incur the blame of every finful effet? Whereas, on 
the contrary, it the effect alone be chargeable with blame, then the 
caufe is exonerated, and the whole blame devolyes upon the effect. 

** Should thefe obfervations fail of fatistying the reader, I re- 
queft him to ftate, and fairly urge to the utmoft, fome argue 
ment to prove, that an action may be virtuous or vicious, further 
than its moral quality is derived trom the voluntary exercife trom 
which it proceeds.” 
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THE VARIETY.—No. XIX. 
4 Letter froma Parifhiontr to a Minifter, containing Remarks 
on the Dialogue Vol. it. No. 1. p. 20. of the Theological 
Magazine. 


REVEREND Sir, 

OU will doubtlefs recolle&t that, a few months ago, I enjoyed 
the privilege of a conference with you, upon certain difficule 
tics which exifted in my mind. What you then communicated 
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gave me relief, and I returned home rejoicing, But, fince that 
time, | have had opportunity to converfe, upon the fame fubject, 
with one of your ries in the miniftry. With piefure | re- 
lated to him your ideas, and expected his entire approbation; but 
was difappointed. He expreffeda great refpect tor your charac- 
ter and abilities; and profeffed fanstaction in your fentiments in ge+ 
neral. But he iaid, in his opmion, you were not fufficiently guard- 
ed in your converfation with me. He readily granted that when 
perfons are difpleafed with good doétrine, believing it to be the 
truth, it is evidential of a bad tafte or temper of heart. But, he 
fays, it is evident from {cripture and obfervation, that many felfifh 
and wicked people are pleafed with good preaching. ‘The ftony 
ground hearers received the word with joy; Herod gladly heard 

ohn the bapuft ; Ezekiel was to his hearers as a very lovely fong of 
one that had a pleafant voice, and could play well on an in{trument, 
And it is a common thing to find perions, who neither profefs 
religion, nor appear to have any, that, fo far as we can difcern, 
are pleafed with good preaching. So that being pleated with good 
preaching is not to be confidered as any certain evidence of a holy 
tafte. ' G3 

He mentioned to me feveral things bywhich we may account 
for a perfon’s being pleafed with good preaching, when his tafte 
is wholly depraved. One of which ] pretty well remember. He 
obferved that happinefs is the’common obje& of purfuit, both 
with faints and finners ; and it is natural for every one to be pleafed 
with fuch things as, in his own view of them, tend to Ais happi- 
nefs ; and many wicked people fee/ as though good preaching had 
the greateft tendeucy tomake them happy. Confequently, in this 
view of the matter, they will be beft pleafed with the beit preach- 
ing. 

You will remember that after you had, upon the principle ofa 
diverfity of taftes, ateempted to folve my firtt difficulty, 1 queried 
thus: 

‘“* May not, then, an audience afceriain the nature and temper 
of their hearts, by attending candidly to the effects divine truth 
produces in them?” 

To which you replied: 

“* Mott certainly. If an acknowledged truth excites prejudice, 
anger, and gives offence, it is certain, that this perfon’s heart is 
not right, but wrong; otherwife the truth would have no fuch 
effect.” 

Upon this reply your brother remarked as follows: 

Your worthy paitor has not faid, in plain terms, that if anac- 
knowledged truth excites pleafure, joy, &c. it is certain this per- 
fon’s heart is not wrong, but right; yet this feems to be implied, 
and would, by many, readily be t.aferred; which idea, I vee 
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hend, his fecond thoughts would difapprove, as tending to -felf-de. 
ception. For, not only may perfons of a felfith tafte be pleafed 
with good preaching, but as every man’s real fentiments are the 
truth, in his own view, many may be pleafed with falfehood, 
while they view it as truth, and from this pleafure may infer that 
they are pofleffed of pious hearts. 

Now, Rev. Sir, I muft frankly own, that your brother’s re. 
marks appear to me of fome weight, and they have revived my 
perplexity. I muft, therefore, beg of you to write and let me 
know your fecond thoughts upon the matter. [n the mean time 
1 muft intreat you to believe, that your brother’s converfation 
has not diminifhed my love and efteem for you, nor did he ap. 
pear to with that it fhould. However, I mut acknowledge, that 
| feel more fenfibly the weight and propriety of our Saviour’s in- 
junction, ca// no man father. 
~ . As you have taken the liberty to publifh the fubftance of our 
conference, in the Theological Magazine, you will not take it 
amifs, if | fhould hand this letter to the writer of the Variety, to 
be publifhed as one of his numbers. 





Of the return of the Jews to their own Land in the Mu. 
LENNIUM. 

T is a fentiment warmly advocated by fome, that in 
the millennium the Jews will literally be gathered from 
their prefent difperfion, be re-fettled in Paleftine, and kept 
a diftiné& nation, as they formerly were. As I am not 
poflefed of the arguments, and know not the texts on 
which they chiefly found this doétrine, I fhould be much 
obligated to any of thofe gentlemen who hold the doétrine, 
to favour me with them, through the channel of the The- 
ological Magazine. I am fenfible that there are many 
prophecies which literally hold forth fuch a return of the 
Jews: but the moft of thofe prophecies were given before 
the return from the Babylonifh captivity, and therefore 
moft naturally and primarily feem to refer to that return. 
If they be {uppofed further to refer the final return of the 
Jews to the true church, and their re-ingrafting into it, 1 
have no objection; but I fee not that ‘they import any 
more. Many of thofe prophecies equally predict the ob- 
fervance of the inftitutions.of facrifice,* new moons,+ the 
pafiover; 

Ezek. chap. xlv. and xlvé. 


* See Zach. xiv. 21. 
— ; . 
t Ibid. klvi. 1 and 6. 
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paflover,* and feaft of tabernacles,+ as the return of the 
Jews to their own land. Yet thefe prophecies are under- 
{tood in the metaphorical fenfe; and why fhould not that of 
their return be underftood in the fame fenfe?—The fame 
prophecies foretel that the temple and altar fhall be re- 
built for national worfhip; that priefts fhall attend on the 
altar, and offer facrifices; that no ftranger, uncireumcifed 
in heart and fle/h, fhall enter into the fanétuary; that the 
prince fhall enter into the temple by the eaft gate, and 
fhall fit in it, and eat bread before the Lord. Ezek. xliii— 
xlvii. But it will be acknowledged, that all thefe pro- 
phecies are to be underftood in the metaphorical fenfe, and 
why not that concerning their return to their own land? 
It has been thought, that Luke xxi. 24. fupports the 
idea of a literal return of the Jews in the millennium :-— 
‘© Jerufalem fhall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” To tread any 
thing down or under foot, is, in the language of {cripture, 
to treat it with contempt, or to defpife it. Thus fome are 
faid ** to tread under foot the Son of God, and to count 
the blood of the covenant an unholy thing.” Heb. x. 29. 
‘«* And the holy city fhall they tread under foot forty and 
two months.” Rev. xi. 2. Now, by the holy city, in this 
text, has been generally underftood, not the literal Jerufa- 
lem, but the church, Perhaps Jerufalem, in Luke xxi. 
24. means the fame. Or if it mean literal Jerufalem, the 
text does not neceflarily mean more than that the city fhall 
be the object of contempt to the Gentiles, and that the 
Jews hall be perfecuted and defpifed till the times of 
the Gentiles fhall be fulfilled. Bia 
It has been faid, that if the Jews fhall be kept a diftin& 
nation in their own land, during the millennium, it; will 
be a glorious monument of the truth, power and grace 
of God; but if in confequence of their converfion to chrif- 
tianity. at the beginning of the millennium, they are to be 
{wallowed up, in the common mafs of mankind, it will . 
not redound fo much to the glory of, God. and his grace. 
As to this it may be obferved, 1. That_we are but poor 
Vol. II. No. 3. C pf judges 


* Ezck, xlv. 21. + Zach. xiv. 16. 
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judges of what will, in any cafe, moft redound to the glory 
of God; and it is therefore improper for us to undertake 
to rea/on that out. 2. Who can fay pofitively, that if the 
Jews, at the beginning of the millennium, fhall all be con- 
verted to the chriftian faith, be cordially united to the 
whole body of fincere chriftians, and be fwallowed up in 
it, fo that the whole family of Chrift on earth fhall be 
one undivided and indivifible band of brothers, it will not 
more redound to the glory of God and his grace, than the 
keeping of them a diftiné& people? In this cafe, when it 
fhall be inquired, What is become of the Jews, the ancient 
chofen people of God? the anfwer will be, Here they are 
among us, re-ingrafted, according to the prophecies, into 
the good olive-tree, and are fo intermixed with the other 
branches as not to be diftinguifhed from them. 

This idea feems to be much more confonant to fcripture 
than the other: “‘ There is neither ew nor Greek, there is 
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; 
for ye are all one in Chrift Jefus.” Gal. iii. 28. “ Thereis 
no difference between the Few and the Greek.” Rom. x. 
12. ** By one fpirit are we all baptifed into one body, 
whether we be Fews or Gentiles.” 1 Cor. xii. 12. “ After 
the image of him that created him, where there is neither 
Greek nor Few, circumcifion nor uncircumcifion, Barbarian, 
Sythian, bond nor free,” Col. iii. 10, 11.—there is no 
[chifmi in Chritt’s body. 

hat is become of all the pofterity of thofe Jews 

who have ever been converted to the chriftian faith? Of 
all thofe who were converted by the preaching of Chrift 
and his apoftles; and of all who have been converted fince 
that period? [t will'‘doubtlefs be granted, that they are 
{wallowed up in the-great body -of profefling chriftians; 
and by intermarriage, and mixture, it is become impoffible 
that they fhould be feparated from the Gentiles. And is 
it probable that thofe’who fhall be converted at the com- 
mencement of the millennium, and their pofterity, fhall be 
‘ghesgpte diftiné from the teft of chriftians, and (hall in- 
erit peculiar tokens ofthe divine favour, beyond the 
reft of cliriftians, and this peculiar honour and favour be 
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dénied to all thofe, and the pofterity of all thofe who thall 
have been converted to the fame faith, before that period ? 

Befides, if one nation be diftinguifhed from all other na- 
tions, with external vifible honours, will not this tend, fo 
far as the feeds of depravity fhall remain in the hearts. of 
men, to excite envy, or other unchriftian feelings, and thus 
to produce a fchifm in Chrift’s body ? 

It may be worthy of inquiry, in what manner and by 
what means the Jews fhall recover the poffeffion of the 
land of Canaan at the millennium? That land is now and 
will undoubtedly then be inhabited by Gentilés. Is ano- 
ther Fo/hua to be put at the head of another army of fix 
hundred thoufand foldiers, with a commiffion immediately 
from God, to kill, deftroy, and extirpate, or even to drive 
off thofe who fhall then poffefs theland? Or will it be faid, 
that thofe who fhall then poffefs the land, will voluntarily 
give it up to the Jews? In this cafe, whither will they go? . 
Into fome remote, uninhabited parts? or into the fame 
difperfion from which the Jews fhall return? Neither the 
great body of the Jews, nor that of thofe who fhall then 
poffefs the land, will be able to bear the expence of fuch a 
removal; and afide from the miracles which formerly at- 
tended the arms of Jofhua and thofe under him, there mutt 
perhaps be as great and as many miracles wrought to collect 
and bring back the Jews to their own land, and to remove 
thofe who fhall be in pofleffion of it, as were anciently 
wrought by the hands of Mofes and Jofhua. Now, is this 
probable? are miraculous gifts ever to be renewed im the 
church? 

If the Jews fhould be re-eftablifhed in their own land, 
how would it be poffible, without either a conftant miracu- 
lous interpofition of God, or fuch a wall of partition as 
was formerly eftablifhed in circumcifion, and the other pe- 
cular rites of the ancient Jewifh religion, to preferve them 
a diftiné& nation? And is it pobable that God will either _ 
again build fuch a wall of partition, or conftantly interpofe,” ° 
by his miraculous and omnipotent agency, to preferve the 
Jews a diftin@ people during the millennium ? 


Thefe are the difficulties in my mind, with refpecé ~ are 
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literal return of the Jews to their own land.—I with for 
further information on this fubje&, and I will fincerely 
thank any gentleman who fhall be fo obliging as to com- 
municate it to me, either in the channel of the Theological 
Magazine, or any other, as he fhall fee fit. O. 
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Some of the important Confequences of the Doétrine of Univer- 
fal Salvation fated and defended. 


HAT all! men are fecking their own happinefs, and are de- 

F pendent on God for it, are truths, which few, if any, will 
diipute. This is the ultimate obje& of every man’s purfuit. What 
kind of character would men chafe (if left to their choice) that 
being fhould have on whom they are to be dependent forever for 
happinefs? An anfwer to this queftion will lead us to the con- 
fequences which are contemplated. 

1. Men, who feck their own happinefs, would chufe the bein 
on whom they are dependent for it, fhould be cloathed with inf- 
nite power. Ir muft be agreeable to all men to have the objec 
of their ultimate defire made certain. For beings, who love hap- 
pinefs, to live in fufpenfe refpeCting it, is painful. To remove all 
doubt, one thing amen | in the being on whom they are depend- 
ent is infinite power. For, if his power is limited, fome other 
being might render all his defigns to make a creature happy in- 
effectual. The want of power is one reafon why men do not 
make themfelves perfeétly happy, And furely the leaft defici- 
ency in this refpect, in the being on whom they are dependent, 
would excite difagreeable feelings. Is it not evident, then, that 
infinite power is an agreeable ateribute in that chara&ter on which 
men are dependent for happinefs ? 

2. They will chufe, alfo, that the being on whom they are 
dependent for happinefs, fhould be infinite in know/edge. Ano- 
ther thing requifite to render the happinefs of a creature certain, 
is a Knowledge of all the means, with their arrangement and con- 
neCtion, neceffary to this end. But where there is infinite know- 
ledge, every thing neceffary to happinefs is known. Of courfe, 
if the being on whom men are dependent is omnifcient, their fai- 
lure of happinefs cannot be owing to any deficiency in know- 
ledge. Again— 

3. They would chufe the being on whom they are dependent 
fhould be unalterably determined to make them happy. If he 
were not, his other attributes would not be employed to attain this 
end. For the power and knowledge of all beings are employed 


according to their determination. But, if he is dilpofed and deter- 
mined to make a creature happy, he will employ every attribute 
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of which he is poffeffed, to carry his determination into execu- 
tion. If he is determined at one time to make us happy, yet is 
changeable, he may alter his mind, and determine to make us mi- 
ferable. Hence, an unchangeable difpofiiion to make us happy, 
would be an attribute, in all refpects, agreeable. 

All men love and feek happmefs. They with to have the final 
and perfect enjoyment of it made fure and certain to them. And 
as their happinefs mutt be derived, will et not chufe the being, 
on whom they are dependent for it, fthould be cloathed with 
thofe attributes neceffary to make their final felicity abfolutely fure 
al certain? Can any man be difpleafed with the means which 
will infallibly iffue in the end he ultimately feeks? Does not an 
unchangeable difpofition in a being to make a creature happy, 
connected with infinite knowledge and power, render his final 
bappinefs abfolutely certain? If io, can he diflike a being of this 
chara@ter on whom he is dependent for his eternal felicity? All 
men with to make themfelves happy. Would it not be very agree- 
able to them to have fufficient knowledge and power to gery in 
this refpeét, their wifhes and defires? And if they are dependent 
on any other being for the gratification of their defires, would it 
not be as agreeable to them, that he fhould have all thofe attributes 
which will infallibly infure their perfe€t and endlefs felicity ? And 
will it not follow, 

1. That all men, on the fcheme of univerfal falvation, are per- 
fe€tly pleafed and fuited with the divine character? For univerfa- 
lifts maintain, that God is a being of infinite power and know- 
ledge, and is unalterably determined to make all men happy. 
They alfo believe, that men are dependent on Deity for their endiely, 
perfeét happinefs. According to their fcheme, an unchangeable dif- 
pofition in God to make all men happy, is effential to hig nature. 
Is it not an undeniable inference from thefe propofitions, that all 
men are pleafed with the divine character, feeing it infallibly in- 
fures to thei, what they defire above all things, their eternal hap- 
pinefs? If divine goodnefs, according to their idea of it, confifts 
in a difpofition to make all men finally happy, then God’s charac- 
ter is, inall refpects, perfeétly agreeable to the relith, or hearts of 
allmen. Hence, 

2. ‘The hearts of all men are perfeétly holy. Holinefs con- 
fifts, in part, at leaft, in loving God with all the heart. We have 
fhown, that upon the univerfal fcheme, the heart of man is per- 
fectly pleafed with the divine charaéter—it is entirely fuch a cha- 
racter he chufes that being fhould have on whom he is dependent 
for happinefs. Were men to create a being to make them happy, 
would they not produce a charaéter perfectly fimilar to the one 
defcribed, or to the divine charaéter as defcribed by univerfalifts? 


ls it not certain then, that men loye God with all the heart? _ 
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the heart hate an object which accords with its own feelings? 
And do not all attributes, which aim ultimately at the happinefs 
of creatures, harmonize with their feelings and defires, which cen- 
ter ultimately in the fame end? Wherein confifts the union be- 
tween a created and the divine heart? Does it not confift in their 
centering ultimately in the fame end? The heart of every man is 
ultimately united to his own happinefs. If God is determined to 
make every man happy, his heart is ultimately united to their 
happinefs. Between God and the creature, then, there is no dif- 
agreement, but perfect harmony. In the divine character there 
is no oppofition to the exercifes of the creature’s heart; becaufe 
there is no oppotition to what he ultimately defires and fecks, 
Hence, there is no reafon why.he fhould hate and oppofe the 
divine character; but every reafon why he fhould be pleafed 
with it, and love it: for it infallibly infures the higheft happi- 
nefs of the creature—the perfect gratification, finally, of all his 
defires. If love to God implies an entire pleafednefs with his 
character, and holinefs confifts effentially in love to God, then 
men are, in this view, perfectly holy; for, as we have fhewn, 
they are perfe@tly pleafed with the character of Jehovah. The 
divine character cannot more perfectly harmonize with, and pleafe 
the hearts of angels in heaven, than it harmonizes with, on this 
plan, the hearts of creatures below. 

Again, with perfect love to God, perfect obedience is connect- 
ed. For heart obedience confifts in love to God. This love is 
what God and his law require. When it exifts, the heart ren- 
ders to God all that is required, and is, therefore, perfectly obe- 
dient. Furthermore, where fuch an heart exifts as the law re- 
quires, every man’s practice will correfpond with it. It is impof- 
fible for any being who loves God with all his heart, to walk con- 
trary to fics For the heart governs our external conduét—the 
latter is the fruit which the heart bringeth forth—the fruit by which 
the tree is known. For a man who loves God with all his heart, 
to difobey him, and purfue a line of external condudct, which is 
oppoted to his commands, is to live in conftant oppofition to the 
relith of his own heart; which would be very painful indeed. 
For what can be more painful than to offend and difpleafe thofe 
we love with all the heart? It is the perteét love of Angels to 
their common parent that fecures their obedience; and the fame 
Jove will as furely fecure the obedience of any rational creature. 

Hence all men love their neighbours as themfelves, and treat 
each other according to the requirements of Heaven. For fuch con- 
duct is one part of the obedience which we owe to God our King. 
This, as has been evinced, is infeparably conne€ted with love to 
Gal. He that loveth God will love his brother alfo. Love to 


God and love to our neighbour are conneéted. To love God and 
hate 
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hate our neighbour, is reprefented in the word of God as being 
impoffible. If any man fay, I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar. If the divine character is fuch as our opponents 
maintain it is, perfect love to God, loving our neighbour as our- 
felves, and periect obedience, are confequences which follow. 
Hence, 

3. The Bible is not the word of God. That book cannot con- 
tain a revelation from Heaven, which contradicts truth, and is 
replete with falfe affertions. The Bible afferts that the hearts 
of men are evil—full of enmity to God—that mankind hate and 
devour one another—that they daily tranfgies the divine law— 
that they are very finful, yea, totally depraved. ‘Thefe are falfe 
fentiments upon the fcheme, if confifteat with itfelf, which we 
are oppofing. The Bible alfo, teftifies that the Son of God came 
into the world to make an atonement for fin—to fave finners; 
bur this is a falfe reprefentation: for fin, let it be remembered, has 
no exiftence—there are no finners among men ; they, confequently, 
neither need an atonement nor a Saviour. And it cannot be fup- 
pofed that God would fend his Son into the world in the charac- 
ter of a Saviour, where there are no finful, fallen creatures to be 
faved.— Ihe Bible afferts further, that impenitent finners fhall be 
damned, live in extreme torment for a long time, as it is granted, 
if not forever. But how abfurd it is to talk of impenitent finners, 
and a place of torment, when, the fact is, among men there are 
no {inners ; we are a perfect, nota fallen race of beings! Such 
falfe fentiments and affertions are fufficient to prove the Bible is 
not a revelation from God. It follows alfo, 

4. That men are greatly deluded. We think and believe, that 
men are a finful race; that they are guilty of theft—of lying—of 
fraud—ot robbery—murder, &c. But all this is a mere delution ; 
for fuch conduét would be finful. But is it not evident, on the 
principles of univerfal falvation, that fin has no exiftence in this 
world? And is it not ftrange, that men fhould live fo long in 
delufion refpecting facts, which we have believed to have a real 
exiftence, a fully as we believe we exift ourfelves? © The prin- 
ciples we are oppofing, if followed in their obvious confequences, 
would land us in a ftate of abfolute uncertainty refpeéting truth, 
and even matters of fact. Every reader will readily fee, that devils 
cannot be viewed as finful beings, any more than men, if God is 
cloathed with the character afcribed to xe by our opponents. “But 
not to follow this fcheme any further in ‘its confequences, I thall 
ftate and endeavour to anfwer the evafions; which may be ufed to 
obviate the force of the above’ reafoning. | 

There is no way to evade thefe conféquences, but by proving that 
mankind are enemies to God; that theirhearts are oppofed to the 
divine charafter, and filled with hatred and diflike to it. re it 
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being once proved that God’s character pleafes their hearts, and 
harmonizes with their feelings ; or, which 1s the fame thing, that we 
love hin with all the heart, all the confequences which have been 
inferred, and many more, will follow. To fhow, therefore, that 
mankind hate God, they may fay— 

Although God is determined unalterably to fave all men, and 
employ all his perfections to attain this end, yet they are enemies 
to him; becaufe they believe, as they have been educated, that he 
will punith them, unlefs they repent, with endle‘s deftruction: 
fuch a character the heart of man muft hate. 

This objection frw»pofes the reafon why finners hate God is, 
becaufe, as they have been taught to view him, he is a vindictive 
being. But, according to the objector’s fcheme, this is not his 
character; God has no vindictive juftice ; he is not determined te 
punith any endlefily, but to fave all men; andthe fuflerings fomeare 
to endure in the other world are not vindictive, but difciplinary. 
Oppofition, therefore, to a vindi€tive character is not oppotition 
to the true and teal charaéter of God, but to a falfe, imaginary 
one. This is fo far from arguing wickednefs of heart, that it evi- 
dences real goodnefs. For we ought to be oppofed to every thing, 
which would be a blemith in the divine character. But vindictive 
juftice, it is afferted, is a blemifh. Oppofition to it ts, therefore, 
an evidence of a good heart. Hence the objection does not prove, 
that mankind are enemies to God. 

They may alfo obje& and fay, God is determined to make all 
men happy; yet not in the way they prefer; for he will not com- 
ply with their defires by infuring to them the enidlefs enjoyment 
ot thole fources which they now love; and for this reaton they 
hate and oppofe him. 

‘The force of this obje&tion may be thus expreffed—A perfon 
Joves and is highly pleafed with a certain thing ; another is deter- 
miued to deprive him of it forever, for which determination the latter 
is hated and oppofed. Burt, let it be remembered, he is determined 
to fubftitute fome other fource of enjoyment in its ftead, which 
will greatly inereafe the other’s happinels.. Can fuch conduct dif 

yieale a creature who is in the purfuit of happinefs? The ob, 
Jector will grant, God is a being of infinite knowledge, hence knows 
what is incontifteat with, s every thing which 1s necefiary to, 
man’s greateit happinefs.. If, then, God is feeking not only the 
happinefs, but the greateft happinefs of all men, he will not de- 
prive them of any fousces of pleafure, and fubftirute others in their 
itead, unlefs human. felicity will be hereby increafed: Becaufe, 
in fo doing, he would directly oppofe the end, their greateft hap- 
pines, at which he aims, and,which he is determined to obtain. 
Hence God will never take any prefent fources of happinefs from 
men, unlets they are obitacles m the way of their greateit felicity, 
nor 
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not give others unlefs neceffary to the fame end. Hence, if men 
believe God is determined to make them perfectly happy, they 
know he will not take any fource of pleafure from them, and 
replace others, with any other view than to increafe their felicity, 
and make them, in the higheft fenfe, happy. Can men be offended 
with God, or hate him for fuch determination and condu@t, which 
are not again{t them but for them? ,Surely not, any more than 
men can hate themfelves for the fame things. _ For men frequently 
and voluntarily deprive themfelves of a lefsfource of enjoyment 
for a greater. And if they aim at their own higheft happinefs, 
they cannot but chufe God fhould creat them in the izine manner. 
If God was determined to deprive men of any thing they now love, 
and not replace it with any other fource of enjoyment, they might 
for fuch determination hate him; becaufe this would be a real 
oppofition to them in their purfuit of happinefs, and an infur- 
mountable obftacle in the way of their ever obtaining it. But to 
take away one fource and give another in its ftead, which is more 
agreeable, is fo far from oppofing them in their purfuit of happi« 
nefs, that it perfectly harmonizes with it. 

If it fhould be further objected, that the fource God defigns to 
fubftitute in the place of the one taken from us, we have no re- 
lifh for, and are unwilling he fhould treat us thus, and for this 
determination hate him; it may be replied, that he muft, to an- 
{wer his end in making us happy, give us a relifh for this other 
fource of enjoyment. Becaufe, what is given will not make us 
happy unlefs we have a relifh for it. A father has a fon whom 
he determines to make perfeétly happy: his fon takes greatdelight in 
drinking to excefs, but no pleaiure in acourfe of fobriety and temper- 
ance. His father tells him, fon, Idefign to deprive you of the enjoy~ 
mentof your cups forever. For this determination, nothing further 
being known, the fon might be highly difpleafed; but the father 
proceeds to inform him, that he is determined to give him fomethin 
in its ftead, which will render him far more happy. This woul 
remove all his difpleafure. But, faith the fon, anxious to know, 
what do you defign to fubftitute in the room of drinking? The fa- 
ther replies, a fober and temperate life. But this, faith the fon, I 
hate ; to treat me thus will make me miferable inftead of happy ; 
I cannot, therefore, approve of your plan, fo long as 1 have any 
relifh for happinefs. But I determing adds the father, to give you 
a greater relifh for fobriety and temperance than you now have 
for intoxication; and as the former will afford you vaftly more 
happinefs than the latter, your felicity will hereby be greatly in 
creafed. Cana fon, who makes his higheft happinefs the ulti- 
mate object of his purfuit, be otherwife than greatly pleafed with 
this determination of his father, if he gives full credit to his infor- 
mation? Now, granting that men have a, relifh for a thoufand 
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things in this lite, which are inconfiftent with their greateft felicity, 
and ne talte, at prefent, for thofe fources which alone can make 
them pertectly happy hereafter, if they believe God will give them 
a relith for thefe endlefs fources of delight, will they have an 
objection againit any plan really neceflary to their hizheft pee 
or be difpleafed with God for his determination to effect it? Are 
not men willing to be the fubjects of any change, and to be wean- 
ed trom any prefent enjoyments, when all this is neceffary to their 
endlefs felicity ? Surely. God’s determination, then, to effect this 
change, fo neceffary to their happinefs, will be fo far from difpleaf- 
ng them, that it will greatly endear his character to them. 

Hi owever, they may {till object, and fay that God determines to 
inflict evil on impenitent finners, to an awful degree, in the other 
world, and for a long period of time before they are faved—tor this 
determination they hate him. It is the defire of men to enjoy hap- 
pinefs uninterruptedly, as the determination of God is to deprive 
them of happinefs for a long period, by inflicting pain on them; 
he counteracis their detires, ‘and oppotes them for ages in their 
purfuit of happinefs—this is what excites their hatred and oppofi- 
tion to Deity. 

In reply, let it be obferved, that natural evil is inflicted for mo- 
ral evil, and is the confequence of it. Now, to affign natural evil 
as the reafon or caufe why moral evil exifts, is making the effect 
exift previous to its caufe. Natural evil is the punifhment of mo- 
ral evil; yet the former, which prefuppofes the exiftence of the 
latter, is affigned as the reafon why the latter exifts. This ob- 
jection, therefore, takes the thing for granted, which ought to be 
proved, (viz.) that mankind are finful, and confequent ly has no 
force. However, if any think this anfwer is not fatistactory, 
anc other is ready at hand. Thofe who embrace the fcheme op- 
pofed, will grant the following propofitions to contain their real 
fentiments. That were it confiftent, God would admit all 
mankind, at death, to a ftate of perfect happinefs, without fub- 
jecting them to the leaft pain whatever. It is afferted, God will 
sat all men finally happy. Their fuffering, any of them, for 
aces in the other world, is neceffary to prepare them for that feli- 
city which they are finally to enjoy. Hence the reafon, why 
they are not received to the perfect fruition of God, at death, is, 
it cannot be done confiftently. 2. They will grant, that future 
fufterings are not vindictive, but d:/cip/inary—they are defigned 
to ge, x the perfon fuffering to repentance and fubmiffion to the 

tof God. “They are inflicted with no other view than to cor- 
rect and fit the perfon for heaven. Hence, fuffering pain in the 
other world is an event, without which the fubje& could not enjoy 
any happinets through an endlefs duration. The fuiferings of a 
fenfitive being are, m themfelyes, contrary to the feelings of be- 
nevolence. 
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nevolence. They are inflicted, then, on perfons in a future ftate, 
either with a view to their good, er with a view to the good of 
the fyftem. If they are inflicted with the former, and not with 
the latter view, as the objeftor, on his fcheme, to be confiftent, 
muft affirm, then they would not be inflicted at all, unlefs necef- 
fary to the perfon’s final happinefs. And it inflicted with this 
view only, how can the perfon fuffering be difpleafed with God? 
Can he hate God for purfuing meaftres abfolutely neceflary to 
his happinefs? Sicknefs is inconfiftent with happinefs. Can 
a patient, who withes to be happy, hate a phyfician for teu 
thofe meafures with him, however painful, which are abfolute 
neceffary to his health and happinefs?_ And would a benevolent 
phyfician, if he had his patient’s good only in view, put him to 
pain, if he could recover him without? And will not the patieng 
be willing to fuffer, as long as is neceflary to the return of ‘health 
and happinefs, when he knows, that he can enjoy no more happiy 
nefs withdut enduring pain for a long period? If his phyfician 
were unwilling to put him to fo much pain and diftrefs for a long 
time, when it is neceffary to his happinefs, would not this difpleafe 
him? And would not his willingnefs to purfue meafures with him 
for an age, however diftreffing, with a view to his endlefs felicity, 
greatly endear the character of the phyfician to him? — And will 
not mankind love God for purfuing meafures with them which 
are neceflary to theirhappinefs? And would they not be offended 
with him, to negleét that treatment of them, for the want of which 
they muft be deprived of happinefs forever? Hence the future 
fufferings with which mankind are threatened, if their only defign 
is to fit them for happinefs, and will at laft iffue in it, cannot fill 
them with hatred and oppofition to God; hut muft render his 
character more amiable in their view. 

It may be objeGted once more, that mankind do not chufe to 
be dependent for their happinefs on any being; they hate God, 
therefore, becaufe he has made them dependent creatures. 

Anfwer. The idea of dependence is no farther difagreeable than 
it is viewed as an obftacle in the way of final happineis. But when 
dependence renders the obtainment of happinefs more certain and 
eafy, the idea of it muft be pleafing. For no one will deny, bur 
that men chufe to obtain happinefs without labour or trouble—in 
the moft ea/y way. If God is determined, and able to make them 
happy, every thing neceffary to this end he Will accomplith. 
Hence, dependence on God is the moft fure and eafy way to en- 
joy the good ultimately fought and defired by all mankind; becaufe 
God, and not the creature, is to be the author and caufe of it. 
God is the original fource of all happinefs. Creature happinefs 
muft be derived from this fountain. Dependence is therefore ne- 
ecffary to happinefs. Were we independent of this fountain, 10 
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as to derive nothing from it, feeing it contains all the happinefg 
originally in the aniverfe, we frould never drink of one o thofe 
delightful {treams which flow from it; and muft, of courfe, en- 
dure the pain of raging thirft forever. This fhows, that de- 
pendence on God is a neceflary mean to our higheft good: and 
not only neceffary, but a certain mean to this end, fecing all are 
finally to be faved. Can a creature hate God for putting that link 
in the chain which is neceflary to connect it with his final and 
higheft felicity? It is eafy to fee, fo far as our dependence renders 
our future happinef § uncertain, or our endlefs mifery certain, why 
this fhould operate to produce and keep alive a fpirit of hatred and 
oppotition to God in the hearts of all, who are feeking happinefs 
ultimately, But when it is viewed as a neceffary and fure mean to 
our higheft good, it cannot produce any fuch affections; i: will 
only ferve to make us lean with more pleafure on the parent of 
univerfal good, 

On any fcheme of religion, what is the true and real reafon 
why mankind hate God? Becaufe he is finally oppofed to them 
in their purfuit of happinefs. Men place their affections fupremely 
on the creature. An independent ftate of exiftence 1s fought as 
their higheft fource of happinefs; and the riches and honours of 
this world as means neceffary to this end. This end !s agreeable 
to them; becaufe, in a ftate of independent exiftence, they would 

ratify all the defies of thei r hearts with impunity. In the pur- 
Pit of an end, which all cannot obtain, they mutt interfere with 
each other, which interference will produce the innumerable evils 
which we daily fee taking place in this world? God has informed 
man, that unlefs he r relinquithes this purfuit, and places his affec- 
tions on thofe things, as the fources of his happinefs, the enjoy- 
ment of which will contribute to the harmony, peace, and highett 
good of the fyftem, he will deprive him of all good, and make 
him the fubje& of endlefs mifery. ‘This determination of God is 

an infurmountable obftacle in the w ay of gratitying his heart in 
the enjoyment of thofe things which are the only fources of his 
happinefs. God's oppofition to the ways, which pleafe men, 
is the reafon why they oppofe and hate him. 

But, if God is determined to fave all men, to exalt them to 
future and endlefs glory and honour in heaven, he is fo far from 
oppofing the p erfedt gratification of their hearts, that his character 
infallibly infures the enjoyment of happinefs, which is the object 
of their ultimate defire.” Can they hate a character which 1s 
abfolutely neceflary to, and infallibly infures the enjoyment of end- 
lefs felicity? For without God they could not be happy. As they 
cannot hate, but muft be pleafed with fuch a character, do not 
all the confequences which have been deduced, moft evidently 
follow? And can that fcheme of divinity be true, which is con- 
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tradiftory to faéts—to the whole fyftem of truth contained in the 
book of divine revelation, and with which abiurd and falfe con- 
fequences are connected? But, unul it can be fairly fhown, that 
the fcheme of univerfal falvation does not contain thefe falfe con- 
fequences, every man of fenfe and candour will rejeét it; and thofe 
only who are determined to believe, without clear evidence, will 
embrace it. Finally, our requeft is, that every one would weigh 
what has been offered in the balance of reafon and the fanctuary, 
and give his afient that way the fcales turn. + 
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Supplement to the Narrative, page 358 of Vol. i. of the 
Theological Magazine. 

FTER the publication of this Narrative, it was fhown 

to the lady who is the principal fubject of it, in pre- 

fence of her mother. On beginning to read, fhe was pre- 

fently ttruck with furprife at thé fimilarity of circumftances 

and events there related, to thofe (which fhe never could 

forget) the herfelf had been fo remarkably carried through. 

She had not proceeded far, however, before, being con- 

vinced that the cafe there defcribed was her own, fhe ac- 
knowledged the juftnefs of the relation. 

The mother then added, that when her daughter had, 
before this, been to N » fhe had never felt any peculiar 
anxiety for her fafety. . But on this morning, the daughter 
having fet off very early, an unufual folicitude for her foon 
took pofiefiion of the heart of the mother. She reflected, 
that fhe had no fpecial reafon to feel anxious for her daugh- 
ter at this time, rather than on former fimilar occafions. 
The reflection, neverthelefs, afforded no relief to her ten- 
der, uneafy heart. 

Some time in the forenoon her uneafinefs rofe to fuch 
a degree, that it carried her to her clofet; and, cafting her- 
felf upon her knees before God, fhe implored his mercy; 
commending her dear child to his gracious protection and 
care. Here her anxious, labouring mind found relief She 
caft her cares and burdens, as fhe trufted, upon the Lord; 
and returned from her clofet with a quietnefs and compo- 
fure of mind which fhe had not before felt. She thought 


that fhe had cordially and cheerfully given up her daughter 
to 
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to God; and the pleafing fenfe fhe had of the fullnefs, the 
fuffciency, and the faithfulnefs of the glorious God and 
Saviour, abode through the day on her mind, and fhut 
out anxiety from her heart. Evening came, but her dear 
child did not return: ftill fhe felt that fhe had left her 
with God, and enjoyed a {weet ferenity and calmnefs of 
mind, In reflecting that fhe was in God’s hand. 

By reafon of the unufual fcenes through which the 
young lady had paffed, fhe did not arrive at her father’s 
houfe until the next morning, when God gracioufly re- 
turned to the tender mother what fhe had committed to 
hin. Then the daughter, with a mind fenfibly affect- 
ed and folemnized, related to the mother the uncommon 
events through which fhe had paffled, and the remark- 
able interpofitions of Divine Providence, by which fhe 
was faved from death. They found, in comparing, as 
nearly as they could judge, that at the very time the 
daughter was in the water, apprehending herfelf to be 
finking immediately into remedilefs perdition, the mother 
was on her knees before God, giving her up-to him, 
and imploring mercy for her. Surely the Lord is a God 
who heareth prayer! How did he fly, as it were on the 
wings of the wind, for the deliverance of her who had 
been given up, and committed to him! Happy and blef- 
fed fruit of trufting in God! What abundant encou- 
ragement is there, for the people of God, to wait on him 
for his falvation! Happy the pious parent who gives up 
his children to God, to receive them again, never, except- 
ing for a little {fpace, to be feparated more! What praifes 

are due to the eternal God and Saviour, for the diiplays 
of his mighty power and glorious grace! 
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‘t will be almoft fo in heaven. If love is the ef- 
fence of happinefs, if they to whom moft has been for- 
given fhall love moft, then furely, aftonifhing thought! 
I fhall be found amongft, if I may fo {peak, the firft rate 

fpirits 


i: cafe has been fingular upon earth, and I think 
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fpirits before the throne. If great fervices and fufferings 
in the Lord’s caufe fhould be chiefly diftinguifhed in his 
courts above, I may be thankful if 1 am admitted within 
the door: but if much forgivenefs is the diftinétion, I 
fhall have a claim beyond millions, and might venture to 
difpute precedence even with Paul himfelf. I am ‘the 
man, who did many things againft Jefus of Nazareth; 
not becaufe I thought I ought, but becaufe J was refolved 
I would. How often have I publicly and deliberately 
treated him as an impoftor, compared him with Mahomet, 
and given preference to the latter! My mouth was an 
open fepulchre; and my life fuch, that I am_perfuaded 
the chara¢ters of many who have died at the gallows would 
have been deemed amiable in comparifon with mine. The 
Lord knows I do not exaggerate; yet I was fpared, par- 
doned, and, what is ftill more wonderful, referved to 
preach the faith which I had defpifed and laboured to 
deftroy. Thus I was in dark and dreadful days of igno- 
rance. Since the Lord was pleafed to call me by his grace, 
he has wonderfully reftrained me, and kept me in my out- 
ward paths, fo that I have not been fuffered to make any 
confiderable blot, in the view of my fellow creatures ; yet 
it is chiefly this latter period I fhould refer to, as a proof, 
that much has been forgiven me. Sins, after converfion, 
have an aggravation from the higheft love and experience, 
againft wliom they are committed, which cannot be found 
in the worft actions of natural men; and the heart, like the 
fea, has depths, which no human plummet can fathom, 
and which no eye but the eye of God can explore. 











Mr. Epiror, 


Tf you fhall be of opinion that the following Narrative of 
the Converfion of a poor African Woman will be entertain- 
ing, or ufeful, to your readers, you will be pleafed to pub- 
lifh it. 

HIS woman had, for fome time, been a flave; but 


had now obtained her freedom, and was married to 
a treeman, of her own nation, who was apparently pious. 


They 
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They had children; but their children, one after another; 
were foon taken from them by death. At the funeral of 
the laft, which I attended, fhe appeared fo deeply afflicted, 
that I could not but hope that fome unufual impreffions 
were made upon her mind. With this hope, I foon vifited 
her again; but difcovered nothing beyond the ftrong work- 
ings of maternal affection. Not long after this, fhe came 
to fee me, and propofed to be baptized, and to join the 
church. After converfing freely with her, upon the nature, 
importance, and folemnity of a public profeffion of reli- 
gion, I difmiffed her without giving a decided anfwer to 
her propofal; but told her, I would take opportunity for 
further converfation with her upon the fubject. Accord- 
ingly I foon vifited her again; and, after converfin 
freely, for fome time, concluded, within myfelf, what the 
motives were which induced her to with to be baptized, 
and to become a member of the church. On this, I ob- 
ferved to her, that I would t.]l her what the motives 
were which originated her propofal: at the fame time 
mentioning, that if I did not defcribe them juftly, fhe muft 
correct me; but if I did, fhe muft acknowledge it. She rea- 
dily promifed that fhe would. I then told her, “* that the 
found the God of heaven had a controverfy with her-—that, 
on fome account it muft be that he was angry with her; for, 
though he gave her children, yet he would not fuffer them 
to live—that the ftrokes were repeated, one after another; 
and, what evil would come next, fhe knew not—that fhe, 
felt there could be no living for her fo—fomething mut 
be done, in fome way or another, to heal this awful contro- 
verfy: and, that fhe felt a hope that if the fhould be 
baptized, and join the church, this mi ght in fome meafure 
heal the controverfy, and avert future rewilé and, for this 
reafon, made the propofal. ” She, at once, acknowledged, 
with great franknefs, that I had ftated her cafe truly. “On 
this I reprefented to her the great evil of a hyp ocritical 
profeffion, and the folly and wickednefs of taking fuch 
meafures to heal a controverfy with the great and eke 
God, while fhe withheld her heart, and refufed to comply 
with thofe terms, upon which the divine mercy and javour 
were 
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were freely offered to her. She appeared affected: And 
I left her. Very foon after this, which was either on the 
laft of Auguft, or the beginning of September, I had occa- 
fion to take a journey. On my return, was informed that 
this woman had been at my houfe, to fee me. On the day 
after I came home, it being uncommonly rainy, I happened 
to caft my eye at the window, and faw her coming. She 
came into the houfe, dripping with water; and had no 
fooner entered the room where I fat, than fhe began with 
blefing me; and thanking me, which fhe did nearly twenty 
times, for not (to ufe her own words) ¢elling ber join the 
church :—** Such poor creature as I,” exclaiming again 
and again “¢ join church! Such vile creature as I, bap- 
tized! Such poor, vile wretch, come into church!” Jn 
this manner fhe fpent, perhaps, half an hour with me. 
Seeing the uncommon agitation and agony of her mind, 
I converfed, as well as | was capable, with her, for fome 
time; rejoicing in the hope, that divine truth had made 
its way to her con‘cience. 

After this I frequently vifited her, and found, to my 
own apprehenfion, that h convictions increafed. From 
this time forward fhe was a very conftant attendant on 
the public worfhip; carrying in her countenance the marks 
of deep anguifh and diftrefs of mind. In this ftate the 
continued, until fome time in November following; when, 
on a certain day, early in the week, I went to vifit her. 
No fooner had I opened the door of her houfe than fhe 
looked up upon me with a ferene countenance and a plea- 
fant f{mile. Immediately apprehending that there muft 
have been fome alteration in the feelings of her mind, I 
faid to her—(calling her by her name,) You feel better, 
I believe, than you did, don’t you? ‘“ Yes, Sir,” fhe 
replied. Well, come, faid I take your chair and fit 
down, and tell me how it is with you. Accordingly fhe 
did, and began thus: “ When I came home from meet 
ing, Sabday, I feel dreadfully-—I tink I can’t live—I tink 
fuch poor, wicked creature as I certain muft die, I can’t 
live, den I go right to deftruction. Juift fo I feel, all time, 
till I goto bed.. When I went to bed, I fraid go to fleep: 
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I durft- not go to fleep, for my life. I tink if I go fleep, 
i, certain, wakeup in hell. SoI lay moftallnight. May 
be, moft day, I fall fleep widout knowing it. | fleep little 
while; den I wake up, and fee ’twas quite light. I {cared: 
I jump right up in my bed! Den | tink what’s matter 
now! I don’t feel as I did laft might. Oh, dear! My 
convittion certain all gone. Den! put on my clothes, and 
go to de fire. I tink I make up little fire, but I cou’dn’t 
ftay, I want fo to pray. So I go ’way by myfelf ’lone; 
but when I go to pray cou’dn’t fay one word, I cry fo. 
Den I come in, take my pail, and go out milk my cow. 
Juft when I fat down, and lean my pail forward, to milk 
my cow, fun rife and fhine right into my pail. Ilook! I 
don’t know, I can’t tell what make my pail look fo! I get 
up: I look at de fun! I don’t know what’s matter. 
Well, I nebber did fee fun fhine fo all my life! Den I 
look at clouds: dey look juft fo, too! Den I look at trees, 
dey all look juft fo too.” Here | interrupted her, and 
told her that I did not underftand her.—** You fay you 
never faw the fun fhine fo: you never faw the clouds look 
fo; and you never faw the trees look fo. 1 wifh you to 
tell me how they appeared; and what it was you faw in 
them.” She replied, ** O I don’t know, Sir; only all full 
of God, ebry where!” 

Not long after this-fhe made a public profeffion of reli- 
gion, and concduéted in fuch a manner as to gain the cha- 
rity, efteem, and the affection, of the friends to vital piety. 
She lived to fee a remarkable outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon the people of the town; and a cunfiderable 
number hopefully called into the kingdom of Chrift. 
When this blefled work took place, fhe was greatly ani- 
mated; and her heart appeared to be filled with joy and 
rejoicing in the Lord. By and by her health failed, and 
fhe fenfibly declined. Being informed, at a certain time, 
that it was not probable fhe would continue many days, 
I went to vifit her; and found her fitting up in her bed. 
I faid to her, I think you are better; are you not? 
** Yes, Sir,” fhe replied. I do not know but you will be 
aifed up, after all. ‘ Idon’t know, Sir,” returned fhe, 
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« but I fhall.” I then afked her, what fhe thought about 
living; and, how fhe felt about getting well. She replied, 
« If I do get well, I hope I fhall be content; but I had 
fet my mind tudder way. I tink if I cou’d do any good 
in de world, I be quite willing get well. But fuch poor 
creature as I can’t do any good ’tall, in e world. But 
God know what beft: if it be God’s will I get wel 
again, I hope I be content.” In this calm and happy frame 
of mind I left her. This was the laft converfation I ever 
had with her; for on the night following fhe expired; 
and, as I truft, through the merits of that divine Re- 
deemer, whofe power and grace had been fo remarkably 
difplayed upon her, was received into the arms of ever- 
lafting mercy. In how many ways are thofe words of 
our Saviour verified, which he fo often repeated, ‘* the 


firft fhall be laft. and the laft firft!” 





Thoughts fuggefted by reading the Evangelical Magazine. 
Connecticut, Fan. 1797. 
Mr. Epiror, 


AVING lately read fome pages in the Evangelical Maga- 

zine, for the years 1795 and 1796, I find that the patrons 
of that publication appear to encourage themfelves, and their 
readers, that religion is reviving in England. And as far as I have 
hitherto been able to collect, the fymptoms of this revival are fuch 
as follow, viz. 

1. The harmony which prevails among profeffors of different 
denominations; or, as itis expreffed by fome, the decline of bi- 
gotry. 

2. The affociations formed and forming for promoting religion 
at home and abroad, particularly the exertions which are imade 
for the propagation of the gofpel among the heathen. 

3. The zeal and fidelity of minifters, and the affection of pro- 
fefiors in general, difplayed in their language and free conver- ~ 
fation with each other on religious fubjeéts. 

The harmony which appears among different denominations of 
chriftians is, | conceive, to be eftimated by the principles on 
which it is founded. <A fpirit of benevolence and philanthropy 
will produce harmony among mankind in general. It will cor- 
rect and {weeten the acrimony of bigotry, and promote peace, 
civility, and good neighbourhood among all ‘orders and diftine- 


tions of men. But fucha {pirit may’ appear to operate to a Con- 
fiderable 
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fiderable degree, without that union of heart, which is implied in 
chriflian charity, or brotherly love. 

Charity between different denominations is greatly recommended 
at the prefent day; but if any thing more is intended by it than 
mutual benevolence, expreffed in a courteous and obliging deport- 
ment, it cannot exift without a degree of famenefs in religious 
principles. I can love a man, and do him good, and ought to 
do fo,. let his fentiments concerning religion be what they may ; 
but I cannot embrace him as achriftian, unlefs he has effentidlly 
the fame ideas of moral obligation, and the way of acceptance 
with God, as I have. If I fuppofe, that religion confifts in a 
conformity of heart to the moral law and the perfection of Deity, 
and mie? fs that law and the divine perfections as fummed up in 
difinterefted love, I cannot efteem that man a chriftian, or really 
religious, who makes a religion of mere external performances, 
or who profeffes to believe, that all morality and devotion arife 
froin felf-love. If I believe that Chrift is the only Saviour, through 
whom mankind can be accepted with God, or obtain his favour, I 
{urely cannot receive into charity the man who openly rejects 
Chrift as a Saviour, and avows his dependence upon his own ex- 
ertions. Or, if | am perfuaded that a divine Saviour only is fuf- 
ficient to accomplifh the falvation of men, I cannot receive him 
as a faint, who believes that the Redeemer is a mere creature. 
And I may add, that if I confider the atonement and righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift as the only ground of hope to finners, I muft ne- 
ceffarily deny my charity to the man who claims the favour of 
God, and the reward of glory, on the {core of his own merit. 

Benevolence ought to be exercifed towards all men, whatever 
may be their religious principles or denomination. But to with- 
hold that charity which is due to the friends of Chrift from thofe 
who are effentially erroneous in doctrine, is no evidence of the 
want of benevolence, or the prevalence of bigotry. Whether 
the union and harmony upon which the religious people in Eng- 
land are fo joyfully felicitating themfelves at the prefent day are 
founded on juft-principles, I {hall not pretend to determine: but 
I am fully perfuaded, that the catholiciim or liberality which is 
ftrenuoufly advocated by ree in this age, is not confiftent with 
a due regard to-truth, and a faithful adherence to the faith once 
delivered to the faints. 

The focieties which are formed and forming in England for the 
promotion of piety, and the propagation of the sofpel among the 


heathen, appear to breathe the {pirit_of evangelical benevolence. 
I have no doubt but that a zeal for evangelizing the world will 
increafe, and be difplayed among the friends of truth and godlinefs, 
to a very high degree, before the fullnefs of millennial glory 1s 
accomplifhed, And | think the genuine appearances of fuch re 
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ought to be commended’and encouraged. ‘The profeffed followers 
of Chrift at this day, have generally appeared to be little impref- 
fed with a fenfe of their duty in this refpect: and few, or none of 
the exertions which have been made among Proteftauts, for dif- 
fufing evangelical truth among the heathen, have been marked 
with that fervency of fpirit, vigour of enterprize, and perfevering 
refolution, which the importance of fuch an object requires. The 
coldnefs with which fuch defigns have been contemplated, and the 
execution of them attempted, is, in my view, a great reproach to 
the chriilian profeffion of our age. Had thofe who have profef- 
fed real religion, and the genuine doétrines of the gé{pel, exerted 
themfelves according to their ability, and the importance of the 
objet, | am perfuaded that no part of the habitable world would, 
to this day, have remained deftitute of fome information concern- 
ing Jefus Chrift, and the way of falvation by him. I rejoice, 
therefore, at any appearance of the revival of that fpirit amon 

chriftians which intpires them to exert themfelves for the fprea 

ot the gofpel of falvation amtong the unenlightened nations; and 
confider myfelf bound to affift, as 1 may have ability and opportu- 
nity, in promoting the fame glorious caufe. At the fame time I 
mu(t acknowledge, that I have little expectation of general fuc- 
cefs: for ] cannot think that there is reafon, from the prophecies, 
to conclude, that the fet time to favour Zion is very near at hand: 
Nor do | expect ths gentile chriftians will be the great and im- 
mediate inftruments ot that general propagation of gofpel truth, 
which will mark the commencement of the millennium. Yet 
this confiderauon, however well founded it may be, ought not 
to quench the zeal, or flacken the exertions of the friends of 
Chrift and immortal fouls. For though the greateft glory of the 
church of God is referved for future ages, yet the prefent genera- 
tion may be inftruments of great good. Befides the command- 
ments of God, and not the profpects of fuccefs, are to regulate 
our conduct in all our attempts to promote religion. ‘* Matter,’ 
fays Peter, “* we have toiled all the night, and have taken no- 
thing ; neverthelefs, at thy word we will let down the net.” We 
know not how, when, or by what inftruments God will accom- 
plith his gracious purpofes. We are too ignorant of the figns of 
the times to determiae what events are immediately before us; 
we fhould therefore act from other motives. Thofe who are 
faithful in their duty, will * ftand in their lot at the end of the days.” 
The inftructions of the preacher are applicable to this cafe. * He 
that obferveth the winds fhall not fow, and he that obferveth the 
clouds thall not reap. In the morning fow thy feed, and in the 
evening withhold not thine hand, for thou knoweft net which fhall 
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Religious zeal is rational and commendable in chriftian minif. 
ters and profeffors. And the outward expreffions of love and fer- 
vency of {pirit, are beautiful in all who own the name of Chrift, 
Appearances of this kind are juftified by the importance of the 
objects which true religion embraces, and are therefore generally 
affecting to beholders. Chriftian light never fhines to advantage 
before men, while profeffors are apparently cold and lifelefs in re- 
ligion; but when zeal appears, it tends to awaken the attention; 
for the confciences of men teftify, that it is becoming to be zeal- 
ous in religion. Hence, the zeal, which often attends falfe 
fchemes of doétrine, is apt to captivate injudicious and unwary 
minds, and fo prepare them for the reception of corrupt and per- 
nicious principles. It is, therefore, of great importance to inquire, 
whether zeal is according to knowledge. ‘The expreffions of pi- 
ety, and the many teftimonies in favour of experimental religion 
in the Evangelical Magazine, are agreeable and animating. It is 
much to be defired, that religious affection, and fervency of {pirit, 
were more confpicuous in the converfation of profeflors among 
us... But all is not gold that gliftens. There is reafon to doubt, 
whether thofe appearances which are noticed and celebrated by 
fome, as the fruits of the fpirit, and evidences of eminent degrees 
of grace, are all conformable to juit views of evangelical truth. 

There is a very obfervable difference between the language of 
the Theological and Evangelical Magazines. The former mani- 
fe(ts a prevailing tafte for critical inquiry, and the deep inveftiga- 
tion of truth ; the latter, a tafte for religious affetion and practical 
or experimental piety. According to this comparifon, if it is rightly 
ftated, it will not be difficult to affign the preference. Practical 
godlinefs, or genuine religious affection, is the end, and fpeculative 
acquaintance with the truth the means. The former, therefore, ex- 
ceeds the latter, as the end the means. But then it ought to be 
contidered that a caretul and diftinguithing inveftigation of truth 
is of great importance, in order to afcertain the propér object of 
religious affection, and guard againft thofe errors which tend 
to delude fouls with falfe appearances, and lead them to miftake 
the nature of true piety. 

On the whole, then, it appears defirable that accurate inveftiga- 
tion of truth and affectionate piety thould be encouraged and pro- 
moted together, and that the American and Britifh Magazines 
might each correct their own defeéts, and embrace each other’s 
excellencies. But how fhall the withed for object be effected? 
What method fhall be taken to diminith the influence of prevail- 
ing cuftom? or to excite a fpirit of religious zeal among our coun- 
trymen’ Are there not many pious minifters and chriftians, who 
with and pray that the wriungs and converfation of the prefent 
day might exprefs more animated afle@tion, and favor more of the 
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fyirit of vital and experimental religion? Would not fuch appear- 
ances be light fhining before men? Would ey not tend to the 
conviction of infidels, and the promotion of real godlinefs ? 

In religious zeal our duties and exertions fhould begin. Without 
this we fhall pray, preach, converfe, and plan for the advancement 
of the Redeemer’s caufe in a dull and lifelefs manner. _ It was this 
that warmed and animated the hearts of our tranf-atlantic brethren 
at the formation of the great miflionary fociety at London, and pro- 
duced the encouraging and joyful appearances and profpects of that 
lappy meeting. And it muft be this, if any thing, that will engage 
American minifters and chriftians to unite with that fociety in 
vigorous and effectual exertions to propagate the gofpel. A {pirit 
of emulation, excited by the example of others, may produce fome 
feeble efforts to prevent the cenfure and fhame of floth and negli- 
gence in fuch a ftimulating crifis. But this will not be fuffcient ; 
the {pirit muft be poured out from on high, and the minds of mi- 
nifters and private chriftians muft be raifed to a pitch of zeal 
which would be called enthufiafm by the Laodicean profeffors of 
the prefent day, or little will be rH to purpofe. It cannot 
be expected without greater fervency than yet appears, that vigo- 
rous and perfevering exertions will be made, or any great good 
accomplifhed. Yours, . 





Mr. Epitor, New-Ferfey, Feb. 1797. 


TAKE this opportunity to return the numbers of the Evan- 
| gelical Magazine, with my thanks for the favour of the peru- 
fal of them, With fome things in them ] was much pleafed. But 
[ am much furprifed, and very forry to find fo many of the writers, 
and fo much of the religion, to be fo highly tinctured with An- 
tinomian felfifhnefs. It appears to me, that moft of the Maga- 
zine is upon that ftrain, particularly in the important article of 
juftifying faith, and confequently in religious peace, comfort, 
hope, and joy. It, however, gives me great pleafure to find, that 
there are {o many who are engaged in the glorious caufe of ‘the 
gofpel, to {pread the glad tidings to the poor heathen. I heastily 
wifh we might be more in earneft on this fide the great deep in 
the fame glorious caufe. Your friend, &c. 











Of the Proof of God’s Moral Perfeétions from Scripture. 


Queftion. AN the moral perfections of God be proved 
from the fcriptures alone, without any ar- 
gument from the light of nature?—An/- It is agreed, that 


unlefs we previoufly know the moral perfections of God, 
we 
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we know not, when we read the fcriptures, that he {peaks 
the truth; and therefore that he has drawn a true character 
of himfelf in the fcriptures.—It is, in this queftion, taken 
for granted, that we have evidence that the frictires are 2 
revelation fram God. Therefore I fay, that from the 
fcriptures themfelves we have the fame evidence, that thofe 
fcriptures are a revelation from a God of benevolence, as 
that they are a revelation from a God of wifdom. The 
whole fcheme of redemption is evidently a benevolent 
fcheme, as evidently benevolent as it is wife. To fay 
that it isa malevolent fcheme, would as manifeftly be con- 
trary to the import and tendency of it, as to fay that it 
1s foolifh, and betrays a want of fkill in the author. Now, 
if the fcheme of the gofpel be entirely and perfectly bene- 
volent, fuited to promote the glory of God and the hap- 
pinefs of the created fyftem, to the higheft degree, it 
argues, that the author of it is an entirely benevolent being, 
The argument is the very fame that we might draw from 
the vifible works of creation and providence, if they were 
manifeftly in like manner conducive to the glory of God 
and the general good.—-Every part of fcripture is full of 
holinefs and benevolence, v. g. the divine law. Will it 
be pretended, that an unholy being is the author of the 
law? We might as well fay, that an unfkilful being is the 
author of the planetary fyftem. 

If the divine law be a proof of the divine holinefs and 
goodne(s, the gofpel is a ftill ftronger proof of it; becaufe 
it exceeds in glory, or tn the difplay of holinefs and good- 
nefs. The evidence of the holinefs of God, in that cafe, 
is the fame with the internal evidence, that the fcriptures 
are a revelation from God. We argue, the {criptures 
are a revelation from God, becaufe of the tranfcendent 
wifdom and holinefs which appear in them. So, I argue, 
that the author of the gofpel {cheme is a good being, be- 
caufe of the tranfcendent goodnefs and holinefs which ap- 

ar in it. 

Odjection. But how do we know that the go/pel is 
true; or that God has taken, and will in future parfue 
thofe meaiures which are mentioned in the goipel, to eXx- 
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bfcife and difplay holinefs and goodnefs? If we know 
not the divine veracity by other evidence, how fhall we 
know that he has fpoken the truth in the gofpel? I an- 
fwer, the gofpel confifts of two parts, which may be cal- 
led, one the moral, and the other the Aiforical part. By 
the moral part I mean all the duties prefcribed in the 
gofpel, as fupreme’ love to God, serene to our 
neighbour, repentance, faith, humility, forgivenefs of 
enemies, and love to them, prayer, divine worfhip in ge- 
neral, and the whole of new obedience, the éxamples of 
the gofpel; particularly that of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the 
holinefs of heaven, the naturé of the rewards of virtue, 
as tending to promote virtue, the nature’and tendenty of 
the punifhments of fin, to difcountenance it. : 

By the hiftorical part of the gofpel I mean the décla- 
‘rations of faéts, whether paft or future; or hiftory in the 
‘proper fenfe, and predictions, including promifes’ and 
threatenings, as declarations of fature fats.’ Now, from 
this laft part of the gofpel I do not at prefent argue the 
divine holinefs and goodnefs; but from the former part 
I do, and may argue thefe divine attributes as properly as 
from the divine law. Surely none but an holy being would 
firft give a character of God perfeét in greatnefs, holinefs 
and goodnefs, and then require us to love him fupremely, 
to be followers of him as dear children, to be holy as he 
is holy, and perfect as he is perfect, No other being 
would require us to follow the perfect example of Chrift, 
to love one another with a pure heart fervently; to do 
good to all, efpecially to the houfehold of faith; to be 
meck and lowly of heart; to forgive and love our enemies; 
to repent of all our fins of heart and life, and to forfake 
them in future; and all this on the pain of the moft dread- 
ful but juft punifhment on the one hand; with the prof- 
pect of infinite and holy rewards on the other. In fhort, 
as the moral part of the gofpel is manifeftly conducive, in 
the higheft degree, to the glory of God and good of the 
intelletual fyftem, the author of it muft be a holy and 
benevolent being. 
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In proportion as the holinefs and goodnefs of God are 
difplayed more clearly and uniformly in the Jaw and gof 
pel of God, than in the works of creation and providence; 
fo much the ftronger is the proof from them, of the di- 
vine moral perfection, than that which is drawn from cre- 
ation and providence. 

As to the objection’ arffing from the evil in the world, 
this is exprefsly folved in {cripture, in that it informs us, 
that it fhall be over-ruled for good; which is not made 
known in any other way. 

In addition to this, from the invariable fulfillment of the 


‘divine promifes and threatening, fo far as there has been 


time for it, and from the exaét conformity of all divine 
declarations with truth, 1 may argue the divine veracity. 
We all argue, that any perfon is a perfon of veracity, 
with whom we have had long intercourfe, and have always 
found an exact conformity of all his words and decla 
tions with truth. Now, mankind have had iteroceddhe 
with the Deity for mearly fix thoufand.years; in that 
time they have received from him many declarations, 
promifes and threatenings; and in no one of them has 
there been found any deviation from truth or ‘fact. 
Many of the hiftorical facts related in {cripture are con- 
firmed by authentic profane hiftory. Others are confirmed 
by effects now remaining, as the flood, the confufion of 
tongues, the burning of Sodom and Gomorrah, &c.— 
Many of the traditions, and the fables among the ancient 
heathens, were manifeftly founded on the facts recorded 
in {cripture, and are a confirmation of them.—Now, if all 
the prophecies, promifes and threatenings of fcripture 
are fulfilled, which ought to be fulfilled according to the 
time, may we not hence infer, that thofe which remain 
unaccomplifhed will be accomplifhed in their proper 
time? If all hiftorical narrations of {cripture are con- 
firmed by profane hiftory, fo far as that hiftory under- 
takes to relate the events of thofe times and nations; and 
if all the effects of the events recorded in {cripture re- 
main to this day, which might be expeded to remain; 
may we not hence infer the truth of the other narrations 
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of fcripture? If, in every inftance in which there is oppor- 
tunity for proof, the truth of the {criptures is indeed 
proved, may we not hence infer, that in thofe inftances, 
with regard to which there is no opportunity for proof, 
the {criptures are written with the fame exact regard to 
truth; and confequently, both from this circumftance and 
from the pofitive declarations of f{cripture, may we not 
conclude that the author is a being of ftrict veracity and 
perfect moral goodnefs ? 
~ From the hiftorical part of fcripture, and from its pre- 
dictions asto this world and the world to come, we may, 
without taking the divine veracity for granted, argue the 
ect moral character of their author, in this manner: 
Suppofe the fcripture a mere drama: this. drama confifts 
of a great variety of fuppofed facts, characters and {cenes. 
But all thefe, taken together, moft directly and powerfully 
tend to the encouragement of virtue and moral good, 
without any thing on the whole of an oppofite tendency. 
What is to be inferred from this concerning the author? 
Doubtlefs that he is a ftrong friend to virtue and moral 
good. In this manner we do in fact argue concerning all 
dramatic writers. O. 








A BRIEF DISSERTATION ON LUKE ix. 24. 


For whofoever will fave his life, Pog 2 lofe it; but whofoever 
will lofe his life, for my fake, the fame fhall fave it. 


HE chief difficulty in determining the import of this paf- 
fage will be to scores the meaning of the word /if/z in 
this connection. 

The word life, it is acknowledged, according to fcripture ufe, 
and common acceptation, admits of various fignifications. It will 
not, however, be neceffary, in this difcuffion, to attend to the va- 
rious fenfes in which it is ufed. If the following obfervations will 
afcertain the fenfe in which we are to underftand the word /if¢ in 
the text, the meaning will be obvious. 

1. That the word fe in each part of the text, is the antece- 
dent to the relative it. For whofoever will fave his /:f¢, thall lofe zt; 
but whofoever will lofe his /i/¢, for my fake, the fame fhall fave it. 

Let what will be meant by the word life, and whether the life 


in both parts of the text intend the fame thing or not, this appears 
obvious, 
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obvious, that the life which a man will fave, is the fame, in the 
feufe of the text, which he fhall lofe: and that life which he 
ihall lofe for Chrift’s fake, is the fame which he fhall fave. For 
there is no other word in the connection which’ can, with an 
propriety of conftruCtion, be the antecedent to the relative, but the 
word life. : 

Had the expreffion been, Whofoever will fave his life, thall lofe 
his lite, &c. it would have been lets determinate than it is now, 
But the relative points directly to the word life, and muft.ufe it in 
the fame fenfe in which it was ufed before. ‘To fuppofe otherwife, 
would be that quibbling with words which is inadmiffible in the 
facred writings. 

If then we can determine what life fhall be loft, and what life 
fliall be faved, agreeably to the declaration of Chrift, it will de- 
termine whatis willed to be faved, in one cafe, and what is willed 
to be loft for Chrift’s fake in the other, in the fenfe of the text. 

We may therefore obferve, 

2. That the claufes “ fhall lofe it,” and “ fhall fave ir,”’ imply 
a threatening and a promife which refpect eternal happinefs, or 
eternal life. | 

That thefe claufes imply a threatening anda promife is undeniable. 

That the threatening implies more than merely the lofs of tem- 
poral life or happinefs is equally evident. For it is a threatenin 
annexed to the neglect, or rather the contraft of that felf-denia 
which Chrift had propofed as the terms of falvation, verfe 23. 
And he faid to them all, if any man will come.after me, let him 
deny himfelf, and take up his crofs daily and follow me. 

It is equally evident, from what follows in the connection, verfe 
25,26. For what is a man advantaged if he gain the whole world 
and lofe himfelf, or be caft away. For whofoever thall be afham- 
ed of me, and of my words, of him fhall the Son of man be 
afhamed, when he fhall come in his own glory, and in his Fa- 
ther’s, and of the holy angels. : 

This conneétion fhows, that the threatening will be put in ex- 
ecution at the Great Day, and therefore refpeéts a future ftate, 
and mult imply the lofs of eternal life. I fay, implies the lofs of 
eternal life, becaufe, ftri€tly {peaking, that life which the gofpel of- 
fers, is not the object of his defires, whofe charaéter is held up to 
view in the firft claufe of the text. The life he wills to fave is 
private or felfith happinefs, as is abundantly evident from the con- 
nection, and will be more fully fhown in what follows. Thus, 
by grafping at the thadow he lofes the fubftance. 


"Tis only in a qualified fenfe, therefore, that eternal life is the 
antecedent to the relative it, in the firft claufe of the text. Such a 
character defires happinefs, and viewing heaven as a place of hap- 
pinefs, may, ih this fenfe, be faid to defire it. Agreeably to our 
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Saviour’s words, “ Many, I faysunto you, will feek to enter ia 
and fhall not be able.” 

That the life promifed in the laft claufe of the text is eternal life, 
perhaps none will difpute. For the gofpel contains no abfolute 
promife of mere temporal life. Nor does it appear, in faét, that 
thofe who are the moft eminent in the fervice of Chrift, have any 
fpecial privilege of enjoying temporal life above others. Befides, 
the lite which he fhall fave, is a reward promifed for fervices done 


for Chrift’s fake. And the conneétion leads us to conclude, that 


it is a reward which he will beftow when he comes in his own 
glory, and in his Father’s; or, which is the fame thing, at the 
great day, and in a fucure world.— The meaning of this part of 
the text is therefore obvious—That the chriftian temper implies a 
willingnefs to lofe (or give up) eternal life for Chrift’s fake, or if 
his glory requires it, For it is the fame life which he is willing 
to lofe, that it is promifed he fhall fave: and this, it bas been 
fhewn, is eternal life. 

_ This will appear ftill more evident, if we obferve, 

3. That the expreflions, ‘ will fave his life,” and “ will lo/e 
his life, for Chrift’s fake,” are defigned to hold up a perfect con- 
traft of characters, 

It is too plain to need any proof, that the character of him who 
will fave his life in the fenfe of the text, is put in contraft with 
him who w4// lofe his life for Chrifi’s fake. 

The whole conneétion, from verfe 23 to verfe 26 inclufive, 
fhows that the characters here contrafted are that of a felf-feeking, 
and a felf-denying temper. 

In the verfe preceding the text our Saviour. propofes /e/f-de- 
nial as aterm of falvation, implied in coming to him. * If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himfelf,” &c. To en- 
force this direétion, in the text he holds up to view the charac- 
ters of felf-fecking and felf-denial in their exercifes and confequen- 
ces. The firft claufe in the text, ‘* Whofoever will fave his life,” 
expreffes fuch a character, or fuch exercifes as are felfith, and 
will end in the lofs of lite, or in eternal deftru€tion. The fame 
ideas are purfued and illuftrated in the two verfes following the 
text. ‘* For whatis a man advantaged if he gain the whole 
world and lofe himfelf, or be caft away. For whofoever fhall 
be afhamed of me, and of my words, of him {fhall the Son of 
man be afhamed, when he fhall come in his own glory, and in 
his Father’s, and of the holy angels.” 

In the laft claufe of our text, we have the contraft of this. Al- 
moft every word is fuch as to render the contraft ftriking. For the 
very wale ufed in the firft claufe are reverfed in the laft. And 
that this was not done inadvertently, but with defign, in a more 
ftriking manner, to mark the contraft, appears trom that fimilar 

} paflage 















































pS a Mr = = esa 











ee 











206 Differtation on Luke ix. 24: 


paflage where a different phrafeology is ufed. He that findeth hie 
life {hall lofe it, and he that lofeth his lite for my fake thgll find it, 

The text, therefore, prefents us with a contraft of exercifes, 
characters, and events, which are the moft interefting and im- 
portant. For they are fuch as make the great diftinction in mo- 
ral beings now, and will make the great diftinctien in final events 
at the day of judgment, and to eternity. 

Hence we may obferve, 

4. That it appears to bea chief defign in the text, to diftinguith 
the nature of moral ations, by their ultimate ends, and to hold up 
to view their correfpondent confequences. 

We are naturally led, from the text, to view thofe actions to be 
right which make the glory of God their ultimate end, or which 
are done for Chrift’s fake; and thofe to be wrong or criminal 
which make felf their ultimate end, or refpe€t no other end be- 
yond felf. 

All the Evangelifts, therefore, are very explicit in the parallél 

laces with our text, in noticing this, that thofe exercifes ‘which 
wen the promife of life, or which Chrift will approve and re- 
ward, when he comes in his own and his Father’s glory, are fuch 
as are done for Chrif?’s fake. Mark has it, “* for my fake and the 
gofpel’s.” 

This renders the meaning of the claufes, ‘* Whofoever will 
fave his life” and “‘ Whofoever will lofe his life for Chrift’s fake” 
obvious. He who will fave his life, is he who makes himfelf his 
ultimate end. He does what he does for his own fake. It ap- 
pears from the contraft, that he has refpect to no other end be- 
yond himfelf. For he who will lofe his life, in the fenfe of the 
text, does it for Chrift’s fake. Saving his life, therefore, as a per- 
fect contraft with this, neceffarily excludes, or difregards the glory 
of God, and is fecking happineis only for his own fake. 

For this reafon his exercifes are criminal, whatever may be the 
objet of them; whether he is feeking eternal happinefs, as fup- 
pofed in the text, or temporal happinefs in this world, as fup- 
pofed in the verfe following the text. For, in both cafes his ex- 
ercifes are of the fame criminal nature, becaufe both refpect the 
fame ultimate end, and will terminate in deftruction, or a lofs of 
eternal life. For we are faid to lofe thofe things which we finally 
fail of, that might have been poffeffed. 

On the other hand, ** he who will lofe his life for Chrift’s fake,” 
makes Chrift’s glory his ultimate end. For it is not a final unde- 
figneé or involuntary lofing. 

[t is not a final lofing :--For although he gives it up without 
referve, yet the nch grace of God has conneéted the promife of 
eternal life with this as a condition. ‘ He who will lofe his life 
for Chrift’s fake, the fame fhall fave it.” 
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- Tris not an undefigned or involuntary lofing. "We fometimes 
lofe things without our knowledge or defign. But this cannot be 
the meaning of our text. For itis, as was obferved, the condition 
on which falvation is offered. And nothing can be more evident 
than that falyation is offered to the free choice of mankind. Mofes, 
after he had fet life and death before them, calls on them in a 
folemn manner to make their choice. Jofhua calls on them to 
choofe whom they: would ferve, In a word, the whole tenor of 
fcripture concurs with the clofe of Revelation, “ whofoever will, 
let him take of the waters of life freely,” 

Befides, the expreffion fuggefts fomething voluntary, * whofoever 
will lofe his life.” He wills thus to lofe his life. wills it for 
a certain end,—* for Chrift’s fake.” Thus willing to lofe his 
life is fubordinating his life to the glory of God. 

And as the life which he is willing to lofe for this end is the fame 
which he fhall fave, it is eternal life, or thefalvation of the foul. 

The chriftian, therefore, in the exercife of true felf-denial, will 
give up his eternal life for the fake of Chrift, or if his glory re- 
quires it. 

This appears fo plainly the import of the text, that I cannot fee 
how it can be evaded without doing violence to the exprefs words 
of Chrift. 

But fince the fentiment is controyerted, in order to prevent mif- 
takes, and to illuftrate more fully fome ideas which have been 
hinted, I heg leave to jubjoin the following remarks. 

1. That the fentiment which I have advocated above does not 
i that we can or ought to choofe mifery for its own fake, 
but that we may and often do will, or chufe an objeé& undefirable 
in itfelf for the fake of fome defirable end. 

This is fo plain that to offer any proof of it would be rather an 
affront to common fenfe. Nor is it lefs obvious that there cam be 
no fuppofable felf-denial without this. For to give up that which 
we do not view as a good would be rather reje€tion than refignation. 
And to be willing tofuffer that which we do not view or dread as an 
evil, or, which is the fame thing, to fuffer a good, is a contradic+ 
tion in terms. 

Our Saviour’s example in a ftriking light illuftrates and confirms 
this remark. He had the moft amazing dread of thofe overwhelm- 
ing fufferings which were before him, and which it was the will 
of God he thould endure ;—~moft earneftly defired deliverance ;— 
but at the fame time was perfeétly refigned. « O my Father, / i# 
be poffible let this cup pafs from me; neverthelefs, not as 1 will, 
but as thou wilt.” 

Hence the finner’s refufal of Chrift and falvation, becaufe he 
fees no form or comlinefs in him wherefore he fhould be defired, 


and becaufe he loves darknefs rather than light, and choofes rt 
rather 
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rather than life, is as perfe&tly oppofed to true refignation as i 
to the gofpel offer. For the reafon is the fame in both. The reafoy 
why the finner is not refigned to the will of God in any cafe, is 
hecaufe he does not make God’s glory his ultimate end. For the 
fame reafon he will not accept of falvation, becaufe he loves fome. 
thing elfe more than he does Chrift and his falvation. 

Hence alfo there is nothing in a perfect fubmiffion or refignation 
to the will of God, refpecting our eternal ftate,inconfiftent with 
the greateft defire of happinefs, or averfion’from mifery; or 
inconfiftent with the moft earneft feeking to obtain the one and 
efcape the other: 

So far from this, that our engagednefs in feeking muft always be 
in proportion to our true refignation to the will of God under alt 
trials, fo long as ** the hope of the glory of God is the object of 
our purfuir.” 

It may be remarked, 

2. That the defirablenefs of the end, being that for which art 
object is chofen, no degree of undefirablenefs in the object, fimply 
contidered, how great foever it may be, can render it ineligible, 
if the defirablenefs of the end be proportionably great. 

And as the glory of God is an end in itfelf intinitely the moft 
important, and to ali the friends of God the moft defirable, ‘it 
muft infinitely outweigh every thing which can be fet in compe- 
tition with it. For this reafon creatures may, and ought to make 
God’s glory their ultimate end in all their actions. Agreeably to 
the direétion of infpiration, which is without exception, ‘ Whe- 
ther, therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God.” 

For this reafon, the chriftian, in the exercife of a holy temper, 
will fubordinate every thing which refpeéts himfelf to the glory of 
God ; and will defire only that meafure of happinefs, and happi- 
nefs only in that way, which thall be moft for the giory of God. 

For, as he loves Chrift above father and mother—above the 
neareft relations, and the deareft enjoyments,—as he loves him 
more than he loves himfelf, his glory will be more defirable than 
any thing which can refpe& himlelf. He will therefore be wil- 
ling to give up any happinefs which he is capable of enjoying, or 
fubmit to any mifery he is capable of fuffering, to promote the 
glory of God. ‘This is no more than to love the Lord with all 
the heart, and foul, and mind, and ftrength; or to glority God 
in our body, and in our fpirit, which are his. 

3. The fuppofition, that a man is refigned to God’s will, to 
fufter eternal punithment, does not imply thac he thall fuffer. 

The temper of heart in refignation is one thing. ‘Ihe event 
confequential to it is another. We may be retigned to give upa 
good which God, in mercy, may, notwithitanding, beltow. Or 
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we titay be refigned to fuffer an evil which God, in mercy, a 
avert. Abraham was as really, and iully, refigned to God’s will 
to facrifice his darling Ifaac, as if the merciful providence of God 
liad not interpofed in the critical moment and prevented it. “* He 
who does good, and lends, hoping for nothing again, his re- 
ward thall he eat.” ** He who humbleth himfelt fhall be ex- 
alted;”’ and “ He who will léfe his life for Chrift’s fake, the 
fame fhall fave it.” en er Oe as? 3 F 

4. Itis not fuppofed that any, who flall fuffer eternal punith. 
ment, will be refigned to God’s will; but that the cppofition of 
witked men and devils to the will of God, even in their eternal 
punifhment, is criminal, and that a contrary temper of heart 
takes place in holy beings, and ouglit to take place in all. 

Relignation tod oppofition are diftinguithing charaéteriftics of 
good and evil beings: This, in general; points out the fallacy of the 
arguments of fome who are oppofed to the fentiment for which I 
ain pleading: They appear to fuppofe, that refignation to God’s 
will to fuffer mifery, implies the fame criminal oppofition which 
takes place in beings not refigned. But fubmitting to the punifh- 
ment of fin, of, to ufe the ftriptuté phtafe; accepting the punith- 
rent of iniquity, implies a proper view arid approbation of the 
juttice of God in the puniflhiment of fin, and therefore implies that 
hatred to fin which the juft punifhment of God is defigned to ma- 
nifeft; and; confequently, is riot a finful exercife, or prefent fin- 
nig, but a holy exercife or affection. : 

§- That it is not an unfuppofable cafe with regard to any one; 
who is not at prefent affured of a faving intereft in Chrift, that it 
will be for the glory of God that he thould eternally fuffer: 

For it will be for God’s glory that fome fhonld fuffer: And 
every one who is not aflured of an intereft in the promifes, does 
not know that it will not be the cafe with him. And if he knows 
himfelf to be in a ftate of alienation from God; it is not only fup- 
pofable, but highly probable. Confequently, he ought either to 
tubmit to God’s will, or to oppofe it; tor there is no other alters 
native. Let confcience judge. 





Mr. Leve’s Speech, made on the Scaffold on Tower-Hill, 
Auguft 225 1651. 


ELOVED chriftians, I am this day made a fpectacle 
unto God, angels, and men; atid among them I 
am made a grief to the godly, a laughing ftock to the 
wicked, and a gazing ftock to all; yet, blefled be my 
God, not a terror to myfelf; although there is but a little 
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between me and death, yet this bears up my heart, there 
is but a little between me and heaven. It comforted Dr, 
Taylor, the martyr, whem he was going to execution, 
that there were but two ftiles between him and his Fa- 
ther’s houfe; there is a lefler way between me and my 
Father’s houfe, but two fleps between me and glory;. it 
is but lying down upon the block, and I fhall afcend. upon 
athrone. I am this day failing: towards the ocean of eter- 
nity, through a round paffage to my haven of reft; 
through a red fea to the promifed land. Methinks I hear 
God faying to me, as he did to Mofes, Go up to Mount 
Nebo, and die there; fo go thou up to Tower-Hill, and 
die there. Ifaac faid of himfelf, that he was old, and yet 
he knew not the day of his death; but I cannot fay thus. 
I am young, and yet I know the day, the kind, and the 
lace of my death alfo. It is fuch a kind of death as two 
se preachers of the gofpel were put to before me, 
John the Baptift and Paul the Apoftle; we have mention 
of the one in {cripture ftory, of the other in ecclefiaftical 
hiftory; and Rev. xx. 4. The faints were beheaded for the 
qword of God, and for the teftimony of Fejus. But herein 
is the difadvantage which I am in in the thoughts of many; 
who judge that I fuffer not for the word or confcience, but, 
for meddling with ftate matters. To this I fhall briefly 
fay, that it ts an old guife of the devil, to compute the 
eaufe of God’s people’s fufferings to be contrivements 
againft the ftate. The rulers of Ifrael would put Jere- 
miah to death upon a civil account, though it was the 
truth of his prophecy made them angry, becaufe he fell 
away to the Chaldeans. So Paul muft die as a mover of 
fedition. ‘The fame thing is laid to my charge, whereas 
indeed it is becaufe I puriued my covenant, and will not 
proftitute my principles to the lufts of men. Beloved, F 
am this day to maxe a double exchange; I am exchang- 
ing-a pulpit for a feaffold, and a fcaffold for a throne; 
ahd I might adda third, I am changing this numerous 
muititude upon Tower-Hill, for the innumerable com- 
pany ef angels in the holy hill of Zion; and I am chang- 
ing a guard of foldiers, for a guard of angels, which will 
receive 
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teceive me and carry the into Abraham’s bofom. This 
fcaffold is the beft pulpit I ever preached in; for ‘in the 
church pulpit, God through his grace made nie an inftru- 
ment to bring others to heaven, but in this he will bri 
me to heaven; and it may be this fpeech upon a {caffold 
may bring God more glory than many fermons in a pul- 
it. 
? Before I lay down my neck upon the block, I fhall la 
pen my cafe, and that without animofity or revenge; G 
is my record, whom I ferve in the fpirit, I fpeak the truth, 
and lie not; I do not bring a rereeeay: heart unto the {caf- 
fold this day. Before I came here, upon my bended 
knees I have begged mercy for them that denied mercy 
to me, and I have prayed God to forgive them whe 
would not forgive me. I have forgiven from my heart 
the worft enemy I have in all the world. And this is the 
worft that I wifh to my accufers and profecutors, who 
have purfued my blood, that I may meet their fouls in 
heaven. 

I have no more to fay, but to défire the help of all 
your prayers, that God would give me the continuance 
and fupply of divine grace, to carry me through this great 
work i am now to do; that I, who am to do a work I 
never did, may have a ftrength that I never had; that I 
may put off this body with as much quietnefs arid comfort 
of mind as ever I put off my cloaths to go to bed. And 
now I am to commend my foul to God, and to receive 
my fatal blow; I ani comforted in this, though men kill 
me, they cannot damn me; and though they thruft me 
out of the world, yet they cannot fhut me out of heaven. 
1 am now going to my long home, to heaven, my Father’s 
houfe, to the heavenly Jerufalem, to the innumerable 
company of angels, to Jefus Chrift the mediator of the new 
covenant, to the fpirits of juft men made perfeét, to God 
the judge of all, in whofe prefence there is fulnefs of joy; 
and at whofe right hand there are pleafures for evermore. 

Then he kneeled down, and made a fhort prayer pri- 
vately. 

Then, after rifiig up, he faid, “ Blefled be God, I ps 
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full of joy and peace in believing; I lie down with a world 
of comfort.” And then faying, “* The Lord blefs you,” 
he lay down with his head over the block, and when he 
itretched out his hands, the executioner did his office. 


= = es 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 











The following extrad from the preface to the Evangelical 

' Magazine, for the year 1795, exhibits the ideas of the Edi- 
tors of that work concerning the fiate of religion in Europe 
at the beginning of that year. é 


HIS is not the time for indolence or indifference in our 
Mafter’s caufe. The Lonal of glory, and the Prince of 
darknefs are more than ufually active. Profligacy of manners 
every where abounds. Infidelity, countenianced by pretended ad- 
vocates for Chriftianity, and dig ified ‘with the high-founding 
titles of candour, rationality, en philofophy, affumes a formida- 
ble appearance, walking through the earth with gigantic ftrides, 
and threatening the deftruction of every virtuous principle. Re- 
ligion, on the other hand, gradually prevails; and the Son of 
God feems to be preparing the courfe of events for her final tri- 
umph. For even infidelity itfelf, conftrained by an influence it 
denies, renders an important fervice to the truth it oppofes. Athe- 
ifm, incapable of difcrimination, finding Superftition cloathed in 
a chriftian garb, plunges-its murderous weapon into the vitals of 
its own parent, exterminating, in its ill-directed rage againft the 
God of heaven, that moft potent enemy of all pn ot In the 
churches of Chrift, Party Prejudice lies proftrate at the feet of 
Brotherly Love; and Bigotry, univerfally difowned, and almoft 
univerfally difliked, has no refidence but in the contraéted bofom 
of a folitary few, whofe chief employnient confifts in fnarling at 
all thofe who are bent upon doing good, and whofe hearts God 
has enlarged. © Pe ry 
Through the bleffing of God, the intereft of religion in our 
own country may be faid to be advancing. The number of faith- 
ful minifters annually increafes. Other counties, following the 
example of their brethren in Warwickthire, begin to affociate for 
the purpofe of promoting the life of godlinefs in their own fouls, 
and diffeminating the knowledge of Chrift to the full extent of 
their influence and abilities, Feeling for the millions of poor hea- 
ihens, perifhing in their fins for lack of knowledge, many with to 
fee a fociety formed for fending Miffionaries among them; and 
jome fteps are actually taking to accomplith the laudable —— 
¢ 
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We are credibly informed, that “ in almoft all the towns in 
Germany, there are focieties eftablifhed tor {preading the gofpel ; 
and that many of them hold a monthly corretpondence with one 
at Bafil, in Switzerland, which is confidered as the central one, 
as it prints nearly all their religious books, and circulates them 
over Pruffia and the Empire. Among other writings at this time 
in circulation, there are two by an eminent and pious divine; one 
applying the fecond and twelfth Pfalm to the prefent times; the 
other, erttitled, Confiderations on the prefent remarkable epo- 
cha, comparing it with the prophecies of the Old and New Tef- 
tament, and drawing conclutions from them of what muft thortly 
come to pafs.”’ 

After fo pleafing an account, we are forry to add, that in Hol- 
land the afpe&t of affairs is not fo favourable. Even in thofe con- 
gregations where their creeds are unaltered, their conduct is fuch, 
that fearce a veftige remains of their ancient piety. This melan- 
choly declenfion, our correfpondent attributes to their inordinate 
love of money, and their total difregard of the Sabbath, except in 
the hours appropriated to public worfhip. Portugal and Spain 
are ftill enveloped in the groffeft darknefs. In France, things are 
in too confufed a ftate for us to hazard an opinion, ‘Though Po- 
pery be there demolifhed, the country exhibits as deplorable a fpec- 
tacks as the temple of the Philiftines, where Sampfon and his ad- 
verfaries lay overwhelmed in the fame undiftinguifhed ruin. 

Upon the whole, fuch are the prefent appearances of things, 
' that we may fafely pronounce, there is much to excite hope, to 
alarm fear, to encourage the faints and fervants of God to the ut- 
moft diligence, and to iit us all upon our knees before the Fa- 
ther of mercies, in fervent prayer and humble fupplication. 





From the Preface to the Evangelical Magazine for 1796. 


A BRIGHT day will furely arrive, when the Son of Righteouf- 
nefs will arife day and Gentile, every where, with healing 
under his wings. ood men, in every age, have made it the fub- 
ject of their prayers, and anticipated the joy and gladnefs it muft 
infallibly diffufe. Bleffed be God! many, ftill a€tuated by the 
fame fpirit of grace and fupplication, affemble, at ftated periods, to 
pray for the enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Their ex- 
ample is worthy of imitation: And we fincercly hope, before the 
conclufion of the prefent year, a plan fimilar to that recommend- 

ed by Prefident Edwards, will be univerfally adopted by minifters 
and churches of all denominations. ; 
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From the Entrpurcu Misstonary MAGAZINE. 


Extra of a letter from the Rev. Mr. ———, to his friend in 
Edinburgh. 


London, June 10, 1796. 
T REJOICE in the difpofition that is manifefted in both parts of 


Great-Britain, to undertake miffions among the heathen ; and 
it appears to me, that diflin@ focieties for that purpofe may even- 
tually improve one another; as each may gather hints from the 
plans of the reft, and even profit by the miftakes and failures, as 
well as the wifdom and fuccefs of their fellow-labourers; yer | 
am perfuaded, that et firff many things will, for want of expe- 
rience, and trom an over-eagernefs, be adopted, which will after- 
wards require to be dropped or changed. I cannot, however, doubt 
but the [ord will, in the event, profper thedefign, and that great 
good will at length be done, ‘The grand thing at prefent, which 
feems to me to be requifite, is to imprefs it deeply on the minds of 
all, whoare difpofed to become miffionaries, that they muit ex- 
pect hardihip, peril, perfecution, and the united oppofition of 
earth and hell; and fhould therefore count their coft, teek prepa- 
ration of heart for futfering and death, if called to it, aad look ens 
tirely to the Lord for fupport, comfort, and fuccefs. Satan will 
never fuffer his kingdom to be thus affaulted, without going as far 
as poflible to ftir up the minds of his fervants again{t the affail- 
ants: the faithful gofpel, however fuitable to man’s. wants, is 
contrary to every propenfity of human nature; and when not at- 
tended by new creating grace, it will excite wrath, enmity, and 
fcorn. Inveterate prejudices and fuperftitions will not be attack- 
ed with vigour and impunity at the fame time; and the Lord ge- 
nerally ies the faith and patience of thofe whom he honours: as 
inftruments of great good, The blood of the martyrs is the feed 
of the church; and I fhould wonder if any great progrefs were 
made, without fome, perhaps many, inftances of this kind oc- 
curring. People may feem very obliging and friendly, while you 
let their vices and fuperftitions alone, and communicate temporal 

ood to them; but touch their lufts, and they will hifs and fting 
ike a ferpent; and though fuperior underftanding, {kill, and kinds 
nefs, may give the mifhionaries an afcendency, and fhould be par- 
ticularly attended to, yet the wifdom, love, and power, of the per- 
fect Saviour hinfelf, could not fecure him from contempt and ha- 
tred, while he teftified of the world, that the works of it were 
evil: and the fame caufe will produce the fame effect in every 
age and nation, except as counteracted by the fanctifying influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit. 


] have 
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Ihave thought this part of the fubje& has been too flightly 
treated by thofe concerned in our Miffionary Society ; and I drop 
thefe hints, as they may give oecafion to fome reflections or con- 
verfation on the fabjec’, that may ultimately tend to good. 








Mefirs. Caney and THoMmAs, who write two of the follow- 
ing letters, are at prefent in the Eaft-Indies, as miffionaries from 
The Particular Baptift Society in England, for propagating the 
Gofpel among the Heathen. Mr. FULLER, who writes another 
af thefe letters, is feeretary to that fociety. It was formed by the 
Particular, or Calviniftic Baptifts, in the year #791. Soon af- 
terward, they became acquainted with Mr. THOMAS, a mem- 
ber of their own conneétion, who, having been in Bengal, a fur- 

on of the Oxford Indiaman, in two voyages, in 1783 and 1786, 
1ad, at both times, endeavoured to fpread the knowledge of the 
gofpel among the natives. His endeavours were attended with 
fome fuccefs; and he was encouraged to remain among them five 
years anda half. He then feestaed to England, with the view of 
promoting a miflion more extenfively ufeful than he could him- 
felf carry on. Mr. Carey, a Bapuft Minifter, then-at Leicef- 
ter, who had written an ‘ Inquiry into the Obligations of Chrif- 
“* tians to ufe means for the Converfion of the Heathen,” expref- 
fed an inclination to accompany Mr. Tuomas on a mifhon to 
Bengal. After being folemnly fet apart to this fervice, they fer 
fail trom Dover, June 13, 1793, and arrived at Calcutta on the 
11th of November that fame year. ‘They entered dire&tly on 
their labours; vifited thofe who had been converted by the miniftry 
of Mr. Tuomas, and began to tranflate the fcripture into the 
language of the country. An offer was foon after made, bya 
man of confiderable opulence, to both the miffionaries, of the fu- 
perintendance of two manufactories, which he had juft eftablith- 
ed. This offer they accepted, becaufe it provided adequate fup~ 
port for themfelves and families, without any further aid from the 
fociety ; it demanded their attention, during only five months of 
the year; during thofe five months they would have influence 
over 1000 of the natives each; and fhould ne lefe ca/?* for the 
gofpel fake, they could put them isto immediate and honourable 
employment. The following letters give as favourable an ac- 
count of their progrefs as could poffibly be expected. 


* The Hindoos are divided into four clans or tribes, called cafs; 
and he who affociates with, or touches thofe of any other religion, 
is liable to forfeit his place in them, or to of caf. This is abfolute 
excommunication from the company and afliftance of his own caf, 
aud of all other Hindoos, and is fuppofed to extend to a future 
a It is fo much dreaded, that death is generally preferred to /ofng 
ak, ' 


Letter 
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Letter from Mr. Carey, dated 13th Auguff, 1998: 


Dear BRETHREN, 


AN opportunity now prefents itfelf for me to write youa few 
words of my ftate and welfare; and by this opportunity I fend 
my journal, by which you will fee a little of the manner of my 
life. [think the whole of it can only prefent a melancholy pic- 
ture of famenefs, and be tedious as a twice-told tale. 

The utmoft harmony and affection prevails between me and 
my colleague. I truft we have not been altogether idle, though 
I alee not as yet of any fuccefs that has attended our labours. 
Moonfhee and Mohun Chund* are now with me; but I do not 
fee that difinterefted zeal, which is fo ornamental to a chniftian, in 
either of them; yet they have good knowledge of the things of 
God, confidering their difadvantages. With their help, we have 
divine worfhip twice on the Lord’s day in Bengalee, which is thus 
conducted: Firft, AZconfhee reads a chapter in Bengalee; then we 
fing; I pray and preach to them in that language; but, partly 
from local circumftances, and partly from poverty of words, my 
preaching is very different from what it was in England. The 
guilt and depravity of mankind, the redemption by Chrift, with 
the freenefs of God’s mercy, are the themes I moft infift upon. 
I often exhort them in the words of the apoftle, 2 Cor. vi. 17. 
which I thus exprefs in their language. 


{ Baheeze difho ebung allad2 ho ebung opobectur 
U Forth come and feparate be, and unclean 


{ bofto fporfo herea na: ebung ammi kobool honbo 

( thing touch not: and I accept will 

baa ebung tomra_ hobce ommar pootregon 
you; and = you fhallbe my fons 


{cours kuneeagon aimotto boolen  fherbbo Shockto 
and © daugheers thus fays the Almighty 


{ Bhogabon. 


’ God. 


The tranflation of the Bible is going on, though it may be 
thought but flowly. I have got Genetis and Exodus nearly ready 
for the prefs, and Leviticusis begun. I hope we may be able to 
put Genefis, or more, to the prefs by Chriftmas. We have for 
the prefent given up the idea of getting types from England, as 
they are to be had in Bengal. We think to print in the ordinary 


wa vy : 


_* Two perfons who had been ferioufly impreffed by the inftruc- 
tions of Mr. Tuomas, when formerly in India. 
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way, though the expence is about ten times what it would be in 
England. This will, however, be much more than compentfated 
by the refleCtion, that we have put into the hands of many hea- 
thens a treafure greater than that of diamonds, and, by multiply- 
ing copies, rendered it probable, that the feriptures will be. pre- 
ferved in the Bengal tongue. 

One great difficulty in {peaking to thefe peogie arifes from the 
extreme ignorance of the lower orders, who are not able to under- 
ftand one of their Own countrymen, who {peaks the lan uage 
well, without confiderable difficulty. They have a confufed dia- 
lect, cormpofed of very few words; which they work about, and 
make them mean almoft every thing ; and their poverty of words 
to exprefs religious ideas is amazing ; all their converfation bein 
about thingsearthly! It is far otherwife, however, with thofe who 
fpeak the heise well. The language: in itfelf, is extremely rich 
and copious; and printing the Bible in it muft make it more 
known to the common people. 

You will perceive; by the journal, the fuperftition we have to 
encounter ; and, I doubt not, will fympathife with, and pray for us. 
We have heed of your prayers and advice in every refpect; and 
you are not without a fhare in ours. We have received letters 
trom brethren Fuller, Pearce, Morris, and Dr. Rippon, which 
were a great refrefhment to us. I hope we hall not have fo greata 
fcarcity of European letters again. The articles likewife all arrived 
fafe. ‘Through the mercy of God, we all enjoy very good health, 
much more fo than laft year ; though, for my part, I have all along 
had better health than in Englatid. Iam, dear brethren, &c. 

W. Carey: 





From Mr. Tuomas, to Mr, Fuccer. 
Auguft 85' 1795. 


DEAR SiR, : 
THROUGH the forbearance and goodnefs of God, here we 
are all alive and well to this day. My coufin Samuel, and daugh- 
ter Betfey, have been taken down to the borders of death, and 
brought up again in fafety, with a mighty hand moft merciful. 
We have now Genefis, Exodus, Matthew, (revifed) Mark, 
James, and part of Luke traniflated; for the Lord will have his 
name declared throughout all the earth. We have bnt juft af- 
fembled Mohun Chund, Parbottee, &c. and I have not feen them 
yet. It feems a long time ; but this is not to be wondered at, 
when it is contidered, that their diftances from each other, when 
we arrived, were like thofe of London, Amfterdam, and Con- 
ftantinople, for we are, as it were, in a bigger world than you 
are 


Vol. Il. No. 3. H We 
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We rejoice to find we have juft got through the neceffary 
buildings,* becaufe now we fhall have nine months out of twelye 
to be employed as we fhall find occafion. We cannot boatft of 
great ufetulnefs: we cannot defpair. We have gone on in love 
and harmony, glory be to God! We long to hear how goes on 
our Society; and, to contribute to their holy wifhes and defigns, 
we intend to print, and fend abroad, Genefis, Matthew, and Mark, 
this year, at our jointexpence. We are at fuch a diftance from 
Calcutta, that we do not quickly hear when a {hip is about to 
fail. I have told you, by the laft thip, of our having received 
the boxes, with all you fent us, and the letters, which gave us 
great joy, efpectally to hear, that all the commotions of the earth 
Jeem to operate for the furtherance of the glorious gofpel of 
Chrift. lam, &c. Joun THomas. 





From Mr. Furver, to Mr. A. M‘Lean, Edinburgh. 


Kettering, 9th May, 1796. 
My pear Brortruer, 

BROTHER PEARCE informs me, that he has juft received 
a large packet from India. ‘The fubftance of the communications 
is as follows: 

ft. They were on the eve of baptizing Powe/, (Mr. Tho- 
mas’s kinfman) who went over with Mrs. Thomas of his own 
accord, and who is now an affiftant to Mr. Thomas in the in- 
digo works. 

2d. The immoderate rains laft year'fo injured the indigo, that 
they cannot afford to print any parts of the Bible in Bengal, as 
they had propofed; but if the Society think proper, they with to 
have types caft in England, and the printing can be eafily done 
by the natives. 

3d. They think it would be wife in the Society to fend out, as 
foon as poffible, other miffionaries to their aid. 

4th. They propofe a new miffion to Bontan, or Tibet, to 
which country, though no European has yet been permitted to 
have accefs, they think they can introduce two Miffionaries to 
advantage, and maintain regular correfpondence with them every 
three weeks. In Bontan is no caf to obftruct the gofpel. 

sth. Ram Bofhoot has left them, to go 400 miles in que of 
his family. 

6th. Mobund Chund is at Mudnabatty, is vaftly pleafed with 
the Mofaic difpenfation ; and fays, it is much more like the Hin- 
doos religion than the chriftian. This remark has been made by 

many 


* Of the manufactory which they fuperintend. 
+ Another perfon converted to Chriftianity by Mr. Tuomas, 
when formerly in India, 
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fnany others; fo that it feems Mofes would meet a better recep- 
tion in Bengal than Chrift. 
7th. Thomas’s Pundit, (a Bramin employed to teach him the 

Shanfcrit) fpeaks with high refpect of the Bible; but when afked, 
What think you of Chrift? ts filent. He has, however, tranfla- 
ted a hymn well known here, 

Jefus! and fhall it ever be, 

A mortal man afham’d of thee? &c. 


into very good Bengalee, and teaches the other Bramins to fing 
it with him, 

8th. Their indigo works were juft completed, and they hada 
profpect of feveral months leifure for the miffion. 


Dated October, 1795. Thus far Brother Pearce. 





I confider the above as all very good intelligence. It makes us, 
more work, and we fhall want more men aud more money; but 
i hope that God, whofe caufe it is, will not fuffer us to ftop for 
want of either. 

Our annual affociation of churches is at hand, and will be held 
this year act St. Alban’s, near London, May 31ft, June 1ft and 
2d. We fhall then, being met together, hold a committee meet- 
ing, and confider of the above. If you have any remarks to 
make previous to that period, fhall be glad to receive them. My 
Jove to your brethren, I am affectionately your’s, &c, 

A. FuLLER. 





Extraé of a letter from a Scotch Clergyman in London. 
SEVERAL Jows perfons have been filled with deep 


concern about their fo’ 





ouls; and there feems to be a general revi- 
val of religion in the congregation, efpecially fince I have taken 
fuch an active and open part in the miffionary bufinefs, The 
Miffionary Society flourifhes beyond the hopes of the moft fan- 
guine. We have collected above 12,000]. and even this large 
fun will be expended in the Arf mifion. There are more than 
thirty miffionaries; and two of them are from our congregation. 
The miffionaries are to be publicly recommended to God in prayer, 
on Thurfday next week, at Spa-Fields Chapel. Doétor Hunter 
preaches on the occafion, The veffel is expected to fail three 
weeks hence. The utmoft harmony prevails among the direétors, 
of whom I am one. Our monthly meetings for public prayer are 
refrefhing. I have been employed feveral times on fuch occafions ; 
and on the firft Monday of this month, I delivered a difcourfe be- 
fore the fociety, on thele words, ** He fhall fpeak peace to the 
‘‘ heathen.” Several minifters and others have defired that it may 


be added to the fermons now in the prefs: and it is likely gat 
w 
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will comply with the requeft. I have no hefitation to fay, that 
the miffionary plan appears to me to be a great and good work. 
A fociety has been formed by feveral of our members, to affift the 
Miffionary Society, by prayers and contributions. They meet 
monthly, and have already fubfcribed to the amount of 4ol. per an- 
num, for promoting the good caufe. 1 never faw fuch a {pirit of 
zeal, cordiality, and prayer, among them before. I can only 
give you faint fketches. Every hour of time is filled up. Doctor 
Haweis, Mr. Love, and Mr. Jerment, ave appointed to draw up 
initructions for the miffionaries, and they are to be printed this 
week, London, Fuly 20, 1796. 








ProceEDINGs of the Misstonary SocieETIEs. 


N Thurfday, the 28th of July, 1796, the fecond quarterly 
fermon, for the Fdinburgh Miffionary Society was preach- 
ed.in South Leith church, by the Rev. Dr. Johnftone, of North 
Leith. The Doétor took for his text, Rom. i. 14. “I am 
debtor both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians, both to the wife 
and to the unwife.”” ‘he fermon was an illuftration of the prin- 
ciples upon which the apoftle Paul made this declaration. It gave 
much fatisfaction to all the members of the fociety who heard it 
delivered ; and they unanimoufly joined in requefting that it might 
be printed. With this requeft, we are happy to ftate, that the 
Doétor was as good as to comply. This colleétion, confidering 
how much had been previoufly fubfcribed at Leith to the fame in- 
ftitution, was very liberal. 

Similar fermons continue to be preached by members of the fo- 
ciety, and others, in different parts of the country ; at all of which 
chriftians of different denominations join in praying for the fuc- 

efs of the undertaking, and contribute largely towards its fup- 
port. In feveral places, focieties of a more private nature have 
been formed, in order to forward fubfcriptions, and the delign in 
general of the Jarger Miffionary Societies. 

Befides Meffrs. Thomas and Carey, the Baptift fociety for pro- 
pagating the gofpel among the heathen, fome time ago, fent a 
Mr. Grigg, anda Mr. Rodway, to Sierra Leone, anda Mr, Foun- 
tain to the Eaft-Indies, to afift their miffionaries already in that 
part of the world. Since the arrival of the Eaft-India letters, 
which are inferted above, the fociety have received two more 
from the fame quarter, and two others from their brethren in Af- 
rica, and one from Mr. Fountain, who is now on his paflage out, 
and wrote from Madeira ; all are well, and in good fpirits.— 
Grigg and Rodway (in Africa) had met with a ind reception. 


David George, and his church of blacks at the Sierra colony, 
gave them a hearty welcome, and fpent a day in folemn fafting 


and 
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and praver for their fuccefs. Grigg has been healthy, and has 
made fome progre(s in what is called the Timmany language. 
Rodway has had feveral atracks with the fever. The climate, it 
would appear, is too hot for him, and the colony-phyfician has or- 
dered him home. 





Lonpon Missionary Society, 
INCE the laft General Meeting, the Dire&ors have been un- 


wearied in their exertions ; and, we are happy to fay, that, 
by the bleffing of God on their endeavours, the firft important 
mifhion to the South Seas is nearly completed. Having purchated 
an excellent fhip, and fitted it up with proper accommodations, 
twenty-nine miflionaries, in town and country, were collected to- 
gether, and folemnly fet apart for the work of the mifhon, on 
Thurfday, Juiy 28, at Zion Chapel. As notice of the defigna- 
tion had been given from the pulpits of the friends of the inttitu- 
tion in London, on the preceding Sabbath, feveral thoufands of 
people were affembled long before the time of worfhip commenced. 
So crowded and ferious an affembly has been feldom feen on an 
occafion. Every ear was attentive to the judicious and folid dit 
courfes of the preachers ; and every heart feemed to feel, when 
thofe fervants of God, who had freely offered themfelves in this 
arduous undertaking, folemaly pledged themfelves to perfevere in 
the name and ftrength of the Lord. 

No lefs than ten minifters were engaged in this pleafing and ex- 
traordinary fervice: three prayed; Doctor Hunter scaled ; and 
Doétor Williams delivered a folemn charge to the miffionaries ; 
an E.pifcopalian, a Scotch Seceder, a Prefbyterian, an Indepen- 
dent, and a Methodift, united in the defignation of the miffiona- 
ries, addreffing them feverally in the following words: ** Go, our 
beloved brother, and live agreeably to this holy word, (putting a 
Bible to his hand,) and publith the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
to the heathen, according to your calling, gifts, and abilities, in 
the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft;” to 
which each replied, ** I will, God being my helper.” 

Such a fight was truly impreflive, not merely on account of its 
novelty, or the advantages that may refult to the heathen world, 
but for the cordial afteGtion which fo happily fubfifts, and evidently 
increafes in minifters of diiferent denominations, who, previous to 
this inftitution, bad neither fellowfkip nor intercourfe with each 
other. We cannot, at fo late a part of the month, detail the par- 
ticulars ; nor will our being prevented be very material, as the 
difcourtes themtelves will be publithed, together with the names 
of the miniflers who engaged, the mifiionaries who were fet apart, 
and all the particulars of the fervice. 

We 
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We underftand that the Bibles prefented to the miffionaties 
were given by John Bailey, Efg; of Hackney, a member of Mr, 
Eyre’s congregation, with this fele&t paflage written in each, with 
his own hand, “ Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Hol 
Ghoft; and, lo! Lam with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” 

The thip is called the Durr, and is expected to fail in a few 
days, under convoy, with the fhips that are going to the Eaft-In- 
dies. The fricnds of the fociety in London, and fome other 
places, particularly Sheffield, have contributed liberally various 
articles, either as ftores, or for the equipment of the miffionaries, 





OUR miffionary fhip, fays a correfpondent, Auguft 8, 1796, 
is now purchafed and equipped. The veffel itfelf coft us soool, 
The greater part of the articles, however, neceffary to be fent out, 
have been freely prefented to us. The fhip was to drop down 
the river laft Saturday, and will probably be at Portfmouth next 
week, to wait the convoy going out with the India fleet. About 
thirty miffionaries are ready to go out with her. ‘The Eaft-India 
Company have chartered her to bring home a cargo of tea from 
China, which, we hope, ‘will greatly leffen our expence. 





Lonpon Missionay Sociery. 
[From the Evance.icaL Macazine for September. ] 


THE friends of this important inftitution will rejoice to hear, 
that, about five o’cléck on Wednefday morning, the roth of Au- 
guft, the miffionaries deftined to the South Seas, embarked on 
board the Duff, and failed from Blackwall to Gravefend. As the 
time of their departure approached, the prayers of God’s dear peo- 
ple, who felt themfelves peculiarly interefted in the undertaking, 
became more frequent and fervent than ufual. The evening be- 
fore the embarkation was fpent in the moft folemn manner. The 
Diretors, and other active friends of the fociety, feveral of whom 
were minifters, affembled with the captain, the miffionaries and 
their wives, at Haberdafher’s-Hall, and, dropping all confidera- 
tion of little party-diftin€tions, mutually commemorated the death 
of the Lord Jefus, having firft recommended to his merciful pro- 
tection and care, their dear brethren and fifters, from whom they 
were to be fpeedily, and perhaps finally, feparated. If ever God 
was prefent in the affemblies of his faints, furely he was prefent 
on that occafion. Every heart was affected; and, we truft, te 
ferious imprefhions then made will never be erafed. Dr. Haweis 
as the oldeft minifter, led the worfhip; and Mr. Reynolds, next 


to him in years, concluded it: Dr. Hunter prayed ; “Mr. —_— 
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and Mr. Eyre addreffed the congregation; and Mr. Platt, Mr. 
Brookfbank, Mr. Townfend, and others, affifted in diftributing 
the elements. Such a fcene of love and harmony was truly edi- 
fying and refrefhing. Surely it may be faid, * What has God 
wrought?” It was a little fpecimen of what the church in the lat- 
ter days will experience, when love, like death, will level all dif- 
tin@tions. It was even a foretafte of heaven. 

Though they embarked at fo early an hour, vaft multitudes at- 
tended. ‘The deck was crowded, many of the Directors and friends 
accompanying them down the river. As foon as the boats which 
brought off the miffionaries and directors were removed—the fails 
unfurledthe noife of the ropes, and moving to and fro of the 
failors had ceafed—that beautiful hymn in the Countefs of Hunt- 
ingdon’s Collection was fung, ‘ Jefu, at thy command we launch 
into the deep,” &c. The failors in the fhips on each fide the ri- 
ver, hearing the finging, ftood in filent aftonifhment; and many 
ferious a on the {hore waved their hats, bidding the dear fer- 
vants of God farewell. The friends at Gravefend, Chatham, and 
Sheernefs, knowing that poultry, and other articles were want- 
ing, met the veffel as fhe paffed, cheerfully bringing with them 
their offerings. 

The day following, fhe weighed anchor, and working down 
the river, fhe reached the Nore on Saturday morning ; when the 
wind veered to the north-eaft, and enabled her to pafs the Downs 
about noon. Off Dungenefs, the wind fhifted to the weftward, 
and funk into a calm. ‘There the whole fhip’s crew, affembling 
on the quarter-deck, fpent the Sabbath in the folemn worfhip of 
their God. The miffionaries read the fcriptures, prayed, and gave 
out the hymns; and Dr. Haweis, Mr. Brookfbank, and Mr. 
Wilks, who accompanied them in their voyage to Portfmouth, 
each delivered a fermon: The God of earth and feas, manifefting 
his gracious prefence, the fongs of Sion afcended in fweeteft ac- 
cents, while the children of Sion appeared to rejoice in their King. 

On the Monday evening, Mr. — one of the miffion- 
aries, preached a very pertinent and impreffive difcourfe. Imme- 
diately a favourable gale fprang up; and the veffel, which is a 
prime failer, came to anchor the morning following at Spithead. 
Here they tound, that the fame wind which brought them round, 
had taken to fea the Eaft-India convoy they had hoped to join. 
Providentially, however, they will be taken under the protection 
of the ADAMANT, a fifty gun fhip, now under failing orders, to 
convoy tranfports, with ee ftores, to the fouthward. Her 
fignal is already out, and fhe expects every day to weigh anchor. 

No fooner did the Durr come to an anchor, than numerous 
friends, who anxioufly waited her arrival, came on board; and, 
from that time, till this paper went to prefs, they have paid the 
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captains and miffionaries the moft marked attention, fupp!ymg 
them with vegetables, live-ftock, and every other article thar can 
contribute to their comfort. 

The neighbouring churches are offering fervent prayers for the 
fuccefs of the enterprife; and almoft every day the directors or 
miffionaries preach on thore. The laft Sabbath was fpent on 
board like the preceding; Mr. Eyre, of Hackney, preaching in 
the morning; Mr. Griffin, of Portfea, in the afternoon; and Mr; 
Eyre, the miffionary, in the evening. When Mr. Griffn, in 
the courfe of his fermon, addreffed the captain, who, from the 
time of his converfion, had been a member of his congregation, 
every one prefent was much affected. Having reminded him of the 
many dangers out of which the Lord had almoft miraculoutly de- 
livered him, even in his unconverted ftate, he took o¢cafion from 
thence to encourage him to hope, that being now reconciled to 
God, by the death of his Son, he would not, on any future emer- 
gency whatfoever, be forfaken. 

Through the whole fhip’s company, the moft perfect harmony 
fubtifts ; nor had the ficknefs, infeparable from a firft entrance on 
the fea, damped their zeal. Mrs. Hudden was the only perfon 
whofe heart failed. Being of a delicate conftitution, and naturally 
timid, the winds and waves fo alarmed her fears, that it was 
thought proper fhe and her hufband, though much againft his 
with, fhould be fet on thore. All the reft, being undifimayed at 
the apparent dangers of the ocean, and deeply penetrated with a 
fenfe of the glorious caufe in which they are engaged, are ardently 
defirous to purfue their important object. 

Judicious regulations have been eltablifhed for the prefervation 
of their health, and the improvement of their minds, during the 
voyage. Agreeably to the inftructions of the directors, latel 
printed, with the fermon and charge, delivered on the day of pub- 
lic defignatioa, the whole body proceeded to the choice of a com- 
mittee. ‘The four ordained minifters being unanimoufly eleéted, 
among other arrangements, appointed Mr. Lewis to be librarian, 
and Mr. Harris to be fteward, an office diftinét frem that of the 
fhip’s fteward, having for its object the care of all the miffionary 
ftores. They determined, that four fermons fhould be preached by 
the ordained minifters every week, two on the nel ts and the 
other two at proper intervals. That there fhould likewife be 
public fervice on the morning and evening of every day, in which 
all the mifionanes fhould engage by rotation. That thefe daily 
fervices fhould confift of finging, prayer, reading the {criptures, 
and an expoiition, or {hort fermon, the whole being comprifed 
within a limited time, that while the gifts of the brethren are ex- 
ercifed, prolixity may be avoided. Ditferent claffes are eftablifhed 
for grammar, geography, navigation, the Greek and Hebrew lan- 
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guages, and particularly the Otaheitan, fo far as it can be ac- 
quired from a vocabulary collected by Dr. Haweis, and that print- 
ed in the quarto edition of Captain Cook’s voyages. 

Topreferve on their minds a mit’ fenfe of the nature and im- 
portance of the miffionary fervice, all are'to affemble, at certain 
parts of every day, when the beft qualified are to read the life of 
Brainerd, Crantz’s Hittory of Greenland, La Trobe’s tranflation 
of Lofkiel’s Hiftory of the Moravian miffions in North- America, 
and other writings of a fimilar tendency. Little focieties are form- 
ed, both among the miffionaries and failors, for the purpofe of 
focial prayer, and the ftrengthening each other’s hands, by mutually 
felacing their chriftian experiences. 

A thip, with fuch a company, fo employed, muft intereft in 
its behalf the feelings of all who love our Lord Jefus Chrift in 
fincerity, and excite their earneft fupplications to heaven for its 
prefervation and fuccefs. 

While we fincerely with that the friends of the fociety may 
avoid arrogant prefumption, from a confideration of the favour- 
able cireumftances which have attended the commencement of the 
miffion, we think, that the many providential appearances in its 
behalf demand a humble reliance on God’s protecting care. In 
no one inftance, within the limits of our recollection, has fuch a 
{pirit of prayer and fupplication been poured out upon the churches, 
nor fuch general approbation and liberality been difcovered. Moft 
men feem to with well to a defign fo benevolent. In all the des 
partments under government, we underfland, the greateft kindnefs 
lias been teftified. At the Council-board, and in the Cuftom- 
houfe, the bufinefs of the fhip has been expedited with unufual 
alacrity, and in none of the offices would they accept the cuftom- 
ary fees, a circumftanee, probably, feldom if ever experienced 
before on any occafion. Auguft 25, 1799. 





The Directors’ ADDRESS to the PusBtric. 


THE liberality of the religious part of the community towards 
the objects of the Miffionary Society, has been manilefted on 
many oceafions; and the Directors have the pleafure to acknow- 
ledge, that no {mall proportion of their cargo, which their thip, 
the Durr, carries with her to the South Sea Iflands, confifts of 
the cheerful and {pontaneous donations of the friends of the infti- 
tution. As the value of the hip and the articles with which the 
is loaded, amount to a contiderable fum, it is deemed expedient 
that part thereot fhould be infured ; and the dire€tors invite, in 
particular, the affluent friends of this caufe, to manifeft their at- 
tachment to it in this inflance. Already a policy has been opened 
for this voyage, at the premium of one penny per cent, to which 
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fome of the direétors have fubferibed their names, and they have 
the pleafure to add, that a number of underwriters, unconnected 
with this fociety, but approving the humanity of the defign, have 
been impelled, by their liberal and ingenuous feelings, to render it 
their affiftance. About 30001. has already been infured, by a 
number of individuals becoming refponfible, in cafe of lofs, fome 
for sol. fome for iool. and han for 200]. each ; and it is not 
doubted, but that many others, in confequence of this commauni- 
cation, will be difpofed to participate in this fervice, and to affo- 
ciate their names with others, as underwriters, for fuch fums as 
may be agreeable to them refpectively. Such perfons are defired 
to convey their determinations on this fubject to Jofeph Hardcaftle, 
Efq; London, treafurer to the inftitution. 
W. SuruBsoxe, Secretary, 





London, Auguft, 1796. 
THE following are Minutes of the Meetings of the Directors 
of the Miffionary Society, from July 21, to the prefent time. 


MEETING OF DIRECTORS. 


Fuly 2 1.—THE Committee prefented their report of inftruc- 
tions to the miffionaries, which was twice read, amended, and 
agreed to. ; 

Fuly.29.—Mefits. Wilks and Eyre were appointed to condu& 
the publication of the fermons, preached at Sion Chapel, on the 
defignation of the miffionaries. 

o¢tor Haweis reported, ‘That if any obftructions fhould arife 
at the Cuftom-houfe, in taking out the miffionaries, who are me- 
chanics, Mr. Rofe would endeavour to remove it; but that Mr. 
Rofe did not apprehend any interruption would be met with. 

Refolved, That each mifhonary be requefted to give an indent 
of the articles he may want for his refpective calling. Thefe in- 
dents were afterwards received, and fuch articles feleCted as were 
thought neceffary for the miffion. 

Refolved, That the treafurer be requefted to draw up inftruc- 
tions to Captain Wilfon ; and that Meffis. Waugh and Love be 
requelted to draw up a farewell addrefs to the miflionaries. 

Augufi 2.—Mr. Dyer, from the Admiralty, having intimated 
the probability of obtaining from the perfons exercifing the exe- 
cutive Government in France, a protection for the Durr, it was 
refolved, That Mr. Dyer and Doétor Haweis be requefted to 
take fuch fteps as may accomplith- this. object. 

Augufi 3.—Door Haweis reported a converfation he had held 
with Mr. Searle, Sir Jofeph Banks, and Montieur Charettier, . 
(the French agent for pyifoners) on the fubjec&t of an application 
for the above purpofe, 
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An application to the French Dire€tory was réad, and it was 
refolved, that Do¢tor Haweis and Governor Dawes be appointed 
to wait on Monfieur Charettier with it. : 

Auguft 4.—Doctor Haweis reported, that Governor Dawes 
and himfelf had waited on Monfiewr Charettier, who had pro- 
mifed his endeavours to bring the application of the fociety for 
the protection of the Durr, before the French Dire€tory. 

The Rev. Mr. Gardner, an accepted mhiffionary, attended, and 
his cafe was taken into confideration. It -was afterwards refolved, 
that the Chairman do addrefs him, in the following words: “ As 
*«‘ Chairman of this meeting, I am ordered to infosm you, that the 
«« diretors feel concern for the embayraflment you have been up- 
“der; but-as your ow7i mind is not perfectly fatisfied, a are 
‘« unanimoufly of opinion, that it would be improper to fend you 
“* on this miffon.” 

Angufi 8.—The treafurer prefented inftruCtions to Captain 
Wilfon, which. were read and approved of, as conveying the 
fenfevof the directors; and fixty-two copies were ordered to be 
printed for their ufe. 

Meffrs. Waugh and Love prefented a farewell addrefs to the 
miffionaries, which was read and approved of. It was then ree 
folved, that fixty-two copies be printed for the dire&tors; alfoa 
fufficient number to prefent one to each of the mifhenaries; and 
thag it be inferted in the Evangelical Magazine. 

Mr. Dyer informed the dire&tors, that the Lords of the Admi- 
had granted proteétion to the men belonging to the Durr. 
efolved, That the miffionaries be prefeuted with a complete 

fet of the Evangelical Magazine, 

Refolved, That to-morrow, at five o’clock, there be a meet- 
ing for prayer, and for partaking of the Lord’s fupper with the 
miffionaries. 

Doéter Hamilton informed the direGors, that the Royal Hu- 
mane Society had prefented a complete apparatus for reftoring fuf- 
pended animation, for the ufe of the miffion. Thanks were vot- 
ed tor the fame. 

_ Miffionaries approved and accepted fince the laft letter: Wil- 
liam Smith, William Shelly, Thomas Norman, and his wife, 
George Veefon, Ifaac Nobs, and Henry Nott. 

A brafs plate was prefented by a widow lady, to be fixed on the 
moft confpicuous part of the fhip, and at the moft proper place on 
fhore. On the plate is engraved :— 

«« See that ye fall not out by the way.” Gen. xlv. 24. 

** Behold how good and how pleafant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity.”” Pfalm cxxxiii. 1. 

‘« Fear not, for [am with thee; be not difmayed, for lam thy 
God.” Jfaiah xli. 10. eo 
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On Wednefday morning, the 1oth inftant, the miffionaries em- 
barked from Blackwall, and proceeded in the fhip to Gravefend, 
Their number is twenty-four fingle men, fix married men, with 
their wives, and three children. 

On the butinefs of the thip’s regifter, the proteCtion of the men, 
the removal of any difficulties that might arife from feading out 
mechanic miffionaries, and the application to the executive go- 
vernment in France, frequent intercourfe has been held with the 
Cuftom-houfe, the Admiralty, and the Privy Council. In every 
place, much refpect has been exprefled for the fociety; and great 
readinefs has been fhewn to promote its intereft. 





Tue Grascow Misstowary Soc:etTy 

HAVE been favoured with an application from the proprietors 
of a fettlement among the Heathen, accompanied with the affur- 
ance of protection, and of decent fubfiftence, for a preacher of 
the gofpel; and a catechift. The ftation is not very diftant; in- 
tercourfe is frequent with this country. And not only fhall faid 
preacher and catechift have their charges borne in going, but 
in returning, whenever they may incline to return to their native 
country. Young men of piety, of talents, and of zeal for propa- 
gating the gofpel in heathen lands, are therefore hereby invited ta 
offer themielves, without delay, for this very eligible ftation. 

Application may be made perfonally, or by letter, to the fecre- 
tary, or to any of the directors; and the names of applicants thal] 
be concealed, if they defire it, until their offer be accepted. 


ALEX. RANKEN, Secretary. 

Glafgow, Auguft 4, 1796. 

SN  mesmesemanenen 

{ Zhe deplorable condition of the natives of BENGAL, as to re- 
ligion, may be judged of by the following paffages, which are 
extradied from Letters written to the late Mr. Robinson, 
of Cambridge, from Doéior Brown, formerly of Magda- 
hen Callege, Cambridge, a ferious clergyman of the church of 
England, with whom, when refident at Cambridge, RoBin- 
SON was intimate. He was, and it is believed fiill is, chap- 
lain to the Ht of Fort William, Calcutta, and offici- 
ated at the Miffion Church. 

Among Rosinson’s papers iz alfo the copy of a plan for a 
miffion into fome of the pravinces of BENGAL, which was 
communicated to him from Brown. It was prefented te 
Lord CoRNWALLIS, then Governor-gencral ; whether it 
was cwer realized 1s mot known. 

ee M* imperfe& knowledge, fays DoGor Brown, of a great 

variety of leading facts, will very much cramp my cor- 
refpondence ; but of one particular branch,—the religious condi- 
tion 
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tion of the natives,—I have confiderable information. The Ma- 
hometans make only about a ninth of the inhabitants of Bengal, 
who are chicfly Hindoos, ‘The Bramin fuperftition, which it has 
been the fathion to reprefent as mild and inoffenfive, is, as T have 
the moft gonvincing evidence, extremely cruel, opprefflive, and 
fanguinary. 

* As a fource of depopulation it is worthy the attention of the 
legiflaure ;—the burning of the women, ‘which has been fuppofed 
a very partial thing, is an extremely common praétice. My very 
learned friend, Mr. William Chambers,* has computed, that 
about 50,000 widows are, in thefe provinces, burnt annuall 
with their hufbands, Many of them are young, and child-bear- 
ing; and might, by fecond marriages, have been, upon an ave- 
rage, mothers of two childreneach. The three or four prinei- 
pal wives generally burn; and often the inferiors, compelled by 
difgrace, and the exceffive hardthips they are inftantly expofed to, 
follow their example. In fome tew inftances, this appears to be 
a voluntary act, but the majority are terrified into it.” 

The whole of this letter is curious, though too long to infert 
here. The horrid cuftomt alluded to above, though denied by 
fome to be now in practice, is too well eftabhithed to be any 
longer denied, and is noticed by Robinfon, in his hiftorical works: 

Total in what follows, is {peaking of fick perfons, who aré 
left on the banks of the Ganges, to be borne away by the over- 
flowing tide: 

“ They are (he fays) fwept away by the returning tide. Some, 
however, efcape ; fee as they can never be received back again 
to their own famihes, they aflociate with thofe who, like them, 
have efcaped the jaws of death. There are two villages, not far 
up the river Heogly, mbhabited folely by thofe wretched fugitives. 
“They become a feparate community, and have children. ‘The 
Bramins can, as may ferve their intereft, devote any fick branch 
of a family to death; and incredible numbers are made away with 
by this bloody fuperftition. A gentleman told me, as he paffed 
a place called Culna, a little above Calcutta, that he faw a fet of 
Bramins pufhing a youth, of about eighteen years of age, into the 
water; and as they were performing their bufinefs of fuffocation 
with mud, he called on them to defift. They anfwered calmly, 
«Tt is our cuftom—it is our cuftom—he cannot live—our God 
fays he muft die.” ‘Then the operation went on, till the unhappy 
youth expired, This is a fact, and thoufands here, of equal bar- 

barity, 


* Author of various articles in the Afiatic Refearches. ; 

+ See an account of it, together witha plate, reprefenting a view 
of it, in a publication written by an eye-witnefs. Hodge’s Travels 
into India, during the years 1780, 1781, 1782, 1783. 
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barity, might bg colle&ted. Such, dear Sir, is the Hindoo religion, 


in fome of its fruits. It is full of malignity, and all manner of 
abominations. . The temples are filled with cayrs | girls, whofe 
hiftory you know from books. I cannot fpeak of their deteftable 
rites. The old filthy fyftem of Paganifm of Greece and Rome, 
is, in fpirit, the fame as that now in being among the Hindoos; 
and perhaps, not jefs polluted, though it be fomewhat more re- 
tired. 1 am athgmed to fay, that my eyes have feen what I 
now teftify; buat unlefs I hi; 
been fearcely credible, and I never could have fpoken with fuch 
abhorrence as I now feel. Iam fully convinced, that the Hin. 
doos are without a fingle moral principle, and that eat are ex- 
tremely cruel and malignant in their tempers. So deeply 

are they in their praétices, ‘and fo wonderfully are they darkened 
in their minds, that every remedy mutt fail, but the knowledge of 
true religion.” 

On the back of one of our author’s letters, is a curious obfer- 
vation, extracted from fome modern journal, but litte known, 
The place, however, alluded to, muft unqueftionably be Canno- 
nor, on the Malabar coaft, not Patna.* 

“ A gentleman, lately returned from the Eaft-Indies, and who 
was very curious in his obfervations there, informs us, that fome 
years ago there was a republic of Jews at the city of Patna, the 
capital of the kingdom of Bahar, who were once fo numerous, 
that they could reckon about 60,000 fainilies, which are now re- 
duced to 4000. They have a fynagogue near the Nabob’s pa- 
lace, in which their records are kept, engraven on copper-plates, 
in Hebrew charaCters; fo that thefe Jews pretend they can thew 
their own hiftory from the reign of Nebuchadnezzar to the pre- 
fent time. The above-mentioned race of Jews declare themfelves 
to be of the tribe of Manaffeh, a part whereof was, by oyders of 
that haughty conqueror, Nebuchadnezzar, carried to the eaftermoft 
province of his large empire, which extended to the Indus, whence 
thefe Jews removed to the Ganges; and this journey 20,000 of 
them travelled in three years from their fetting out of Babylon. 
An abftract of their hiftory has been tranflated from the Hebrew, 
and may be of fervice to the learned world.” 


* See the Indian Antiquities, vol. ii. by the ingenious Thomas 
Maurice, who follows Hamilton. , ; 
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At BALA, in WALES, there has, within thefe few years, been a 
confiderable revival of religion. The letter which we Fd 
join, addreffed to a Gentleman in Edinburgh, is from the Rev. 
Mr. Cuarces, one of the Minifters in that country, whofe 
labours have been of late remarkably bleffed. 


Dear Sir, 


OUR kind letter lies by me unanfwered ever fince May laft; 
though I have nothing particularly interefting to add to what 
I have written already. Through ween: ny work goes on in a 
general way very comfortably ; we were fadly haraffed laft fammer 
with the conventicle-aét, and paid different fines, to near rool, 
Many of our places of worfhip are recorded, but it would be im- 
poffible to record all the places we meet in for religious exercifes of 
one fort or another, without cramping ourfelves much in our at- 
tempts to fpread the Gofpel through the country. But, however, 
the Lord in mercy has quieted the itorm, and we go on now with 
our ufual liberty. The defign of the enemy was to cruth us alto- 
gether; the pretence was our difaffection to government, than 
which nothing could be more falfe ; but the real caufe, enmity againft 
the Gofpel. I wrote to fome of his Majefty’s Minilfters, and repre- 
fented the real ftate of the cafe, and the inevitable effects of fevere 
proceedings againft us. I appealed to our invariably loyal and 
peaceable behaviour in every inftance, as abundantly fufficient to 
exculpate us from thofe calumnies thrown upon us by our ene~ 
mies. The Lord of hofts interpofed, and we have peace, which 
is all we want from them. As to the prefent afpect of the work 
of the Lord among us, we have great reafon to be thankful ; many 
of thofe who were brought in during the great awakening, continue 
to go on well, and manfeft evident and fatisfactory figns of a real 
work of grace upon their hearts; and frefh ones are dropping in 
from time to time. As we have had our flowing, fo we have 
alfo experienced an ebbing feafon; and we have feen a great deal 
of mud left behind. But ftill the great fwell and gracious out- 
pouring of divine influences from above, have been attended, not 
only to individuals, but to our church at darge, with the moft 
beneficent and lafting effects. Many-a barren foot was frudctified. 
The powers of the world to come were experienced hy many, to 
a degree they had not before the leatt idea of; which has given 
them a fuperior experience of the power of the Gofpel, to what they 
were betore acquainted with. I am convinced of it, that fome of 
our people will never forget the feafon, or lofe the happy effeéts 
of it, as long as they live. When I confider the mighty effects 
of the paft, I begin to look forward with a longing defire for another 
vifitation; one of the days of the Son of man; a time of refreth- 
ment 
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ment from the prefence of the Lord. I have no doubt in my mind, 
but that there is a period coming, perhaps not far diftant, whey 
the Gofpel-difpenfation will arrive to a degree of glory which the 
generality of profeffed Chriftians have very little or no conception 
of at prefent. A powerful and lively vification from the Spirit of 
the Lord would moft amazingly exalt and fpiritualize our concep- 
tions of the Gofpel-difpenfation ; would {wallow up our dead for- 
mality of life; and would much fanétify and fpiritualize the little 
life thatremains. It is moft certainly our duty, and alfo privilege, 
to pray earneftly, and without ceafing, for a general vilitation of 
the churches from the Lord; and very happy am I to hear, that 
there is fuch a general fpirit of prayer prevailing in your churches, 
as you reprefent in your letter: A very favourable fymptom, that 
the good Lord means to haften his*coming among you, as in days 
that are paft. Scotland has been a moft highly favoured country; 
the fun fhone with refplendent brightnefs on your country, when 
thick darknefs prevailed over the bes of our wretched land. But 
the Lord in his good time hath remembered us; he has in thefe 
Jatter days vifited and redeemed his people here alfo; and througt 

the tender mercy of our God, the day-fpring from on high continues 
among us! I would with my whole heart, and thouiands would 

join with me, fay, with the two diiciples, ** Abide with us!” Often 
he has, in his bleffed ordinances, cauted ‘‘ our hearts to burn within 
us, whilft by his Spirit he has talked with us, and opened to us the 

fcriptures.”” O! how unfpeakable our mercies! were the creation 

dumb, we fhould exalt his praifes, and blefs bis facred name! In, 

deed, at times he is among us, ‘‘lorious in holinefs, aad tearful 

in praites !”” In fome parts, the appearance is delightful, the whole 

face of the country is turned towards the Gofpel-found. In our 

quarterly meetings, when all the pyeachers in our connection * 

meet together, our congregations frequently confiit of from 10,000 

to 15,000, and fometimes 20,000 people. I may fafely fay, that 

{ome thoufands have been added to the churches in the principality, 

within thefe two years. When I thus wrie, | do not mean that 

all the churches are equally flourithing ; but, iaking them altogether, 

we have the greateft reafon to blefs God for his mercies. May 

the good Lord haften his kingdom! 

I am, dear Sir, fincerely yours, 
‘THOMAS CHARLES- 


Bala, Fan. 19, 1796. 


j 
* Lady Huntingdon’s Connection. 
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Pry New-Ferfey, December 31, 1796. 
HIS has been a very remarkable year. Among other things 


t which have taken place, the Lord has poured out his {pirit 

in a wonderful manner at Caldwell. The awakening feemed 
. to fpread through the whole fociety with moft furprifing power. 
Great numbers have been wrought upon, and hopefully brought 
favingly to embrace the Lord Jefus Chrift and his glorious goipel. 


: Some of the chiefs of the devil’s kingdom have been brought to 
: bow publicly to the {ceptre of King Jetus, and have become’polifhed 
| ftones in the temple of God. At one time there were admitted 
into the church upwards of ninety; at another, above forty; and 
the glorious work is {till going on. 

At Morrifiown and Mendum there is a very confiderable re- 
ji. vival of religion, and numbers added to the Lord. 
| At Hackenfack the Lord has poured out his fpirit, and there 
is no {mall ftir among the dry bones: 

At Newark there is contiderable attention to the one thing 
needful—a number of young perfons, it is hoped, have lately chofen 
that good part which will not, which cannot be taken from them. 

At Orange Dale alfo, there are fome precious droppings of divine 
influence. Numbers are awakened, and fome hopefully con- 
verted; On Chriftmas day, fifteen new converts were admitted 
into the church, who, when they had made a public profeffion of 
religion, as foon as pronounced members of the church of Chrift, 


Ay fang the following Hymn in praife of Redeeming Love. 
NOW begin the heav'’nly theme, Now from blifs no longer rove, 
Sing aloud in Jefus’ name ; Stop and tafte Redeeming Love. 


Ye who Jefus’ kindnefs prove, 


Triumph in Redeeming Love. Welcome all, by fin opprefs'd, 


Welcome to his facred ret ; 

Ve who fee the Father’s grace Nothing brought him from above, 
Beaming in the Saviour’s face, Nothing but Redeeming Love. 
As to Canaan on ye move, 


Praife and biefs Redeeming Love. He fubdu'd th’ infernal powers, 


His tremendous foes and ours 
Mourning fouls dry up your tears, From their curfed empire drove ; 
Banith all your guilty fears ; Mighty in Redeeming Love. 
See your guilt and curfe remove, 


Cancell’d by Redeeming Love. Hither, then, your mific bring, 


Strike aloud each cheerful ftring 3 
Ye, alas! who Jong have been ~Mortal; join the hoft above, . 
Willing flaves to death and fin, Join to praife Redeeming Love. 

Let all the friends of Zion rejoice, for the Lord is mindful of 
his promifes. 

As foon as Zion travaileth, fhe bringeth forth her children. 
When the enemy cometh in like a flood, the fpirit of the Lord litt- 
eth up a ftandard againft him.—It is alfo very remarkable, that 
we have had four miniflers fettled among us in a fhort time. Mr. 
Aaron Condit, at Hanover; Mr. Armitrong, at Mendum; Mr. 
Force, at New-Providence ; and Mr. R. 'H. Chapman, at Rahway. 


Vol. II. No. 3; K Stockbridge; 
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Stockbridge, Feb. 25, 1797. 


* ON this week, the affociation of minifters of this county had 


a meeting, After fome neceffary previous difcuffion, it was una- 
nimoufly agreed to endéavour to make fuch colleétions as we: 
could, in our feveral- churehes and congregations, in aid of the be- 
nevolent defign of the New-York Miffionary Society, and’ to. 
tranfmit whatever, we may be able to collet, to the treafury of 
that fociety. Few of the minifters, however, have copies of the 
Conftitution and Addrefs of that Affociation. ‘They have, there- 
fore, requefted me to write to you, and defire, if it fhall be in 
your power, to forward, as foon as may be, by the ftage, eight or 
nine copes,* that they may have opportunity to read them to their. 
feveral congregations. ‘This appears to be almoft a neceffary ftep 
toward aking thofe colleétions which are contemplated. 

‘* We do not, after all, apprehend that the propofed collection 
will be large, yet every little helps to forward the defign. The 
minifters of the county could not difpenfe with the obligations 
which they felt to make every exertion in their power to promote. 
4 defign, in which the intereft of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and 
the eternal good of the poor pagans, are fo vifibly concerned. 
Nor was it ungrateful to us, to have an opportunity to let the 
gentlemen of that fociety know our cordial approbation of the 
plan, and our hearty concurrence witlr them.” 


Albany, Feb. 17, 1797. 


ON Tuefday, the 14th inft. a large and refpe€table number both 
of the Clergy and Laity from the weftern parts of this ftate, met 
in this city, and organized themfelves into a fociety, to be known 
by the naine of the Northern Miffionary Society of the State of 
New-York. The bufinefs of the day was opened with a fermont 
by the Rev. Dr. Smith, Prefident of Union College, from Matt. 
vi. 10. Lhy kingdom come. 

The defign of this inftitutiow is, the propagation of the glorious 
gotpel of Jefus Chrift, in the frontier fettlements, and among the In- 

ian tribes, of thisand the neighbouring ftates. Perhaps onno occa- 
fion die the fpirit of love, zeak and unanimity fo evidently appear, 
as among the members of different denominations who were con- 
vened for the promotion and advancement of this pious and bene- 
volent object. 

The Conftitution of the Society was adopted and ratified, and a 
choice of officers made for the prefent year. 


* This requeft has been complied with. 


REVIEW. 
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REVIE W. 
Letters toa Wife. (By the Author of Cardiphonia. 


: [From the Bvangelical Magazine. | 
. R. Newton’s talents as a letter-writer muft be acknow- 
AVA ledged by all; and the world is-under great obligations to 
‘him for publifhing his correfpondence with his:friends. The let- 
‘ters in this collection are to his wife. Love’ letters before marri- 
.age.are by no means uncommon; love .letters after marriage are 
‘more rare: The reader will tind them ‘here; and fweetened with 
the quinteffence of the tendereft affection. Mr. Newton’s foul 
was caft in a particular mould; and he appears to -have retained, 
through life, all that enthufiaftical ardour of love which is oftener 
to be met with in romances than in common life. On perutine 
them a perfon would fay, “ that the age of chivalry is not yet 
gone;” for never did -knight-errant more ftrongly feel, or more 
feclingly exprefs his love to his peerlefs princefs, than good Mr. 
Newton does to his fober matron. 

The letters begin a little while after his marriage, and continue 
till within a few years of Mrs. Newton’s death: they grow more 
ferious as we advance, and clearly difcover the growth of religion 
in the svriter’s heart. While we may be permitted to fmile at the 
peculiarities.ef the good man, we very gravely affert, that thefe 
volumes exhibit a very pleating piéture.of Mr. Newton, and mutt 
aife him in the eftimation of .every good .man. The ladies -will 
be in raptures with him; and we are not fure but we may fuffer 
in their.efteem for not writing them fuch gallant letters m Ep we 
go from home. Mr. Newton was-not aware of the mifchief that 
he might do in this refpect. It.is true,he may.do good, ‘by fetting 
before the greateft.part of hufbands, a pattern and a :reproof. 

The following reafons are affigned for the publication of them: 

«« 1, Itis a-public teftimony of the thanks which I owe to the 
‘God of my life, far giving me fuch a.treafuye ; for uniting our 
hearts by fuch tender ties, and for continuing her to me fo long.” 

** 2. As a monument of refpect and gratitude to her memory ; 
fhe was my pleafing companion, my moft affectionate friend, my 
judicious counfellor.” 

** 3. | hope to fthow, by the moft familiar kind of proof—ex- 
ample—that a wher the parties are united by affection, 
and the general conduct is governed by religion and prudence, is 
not only an honourable, but a comfortable ftate.” 

** 4. | likewife hope that my example may prove a warning to 
others, who fet out with warm hopes of fatisfaction, to be cau- 
tious of an over-attachment to their creature comforts, Ainc i/le 
lachryme. My tharpeft trials, and my moft pungent caufes for 
repentance and humiliation through life, fprung trom this fource.”” 


Inftead 
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Inftead of a quotation from the letters, we fhall give a thor 
extract from Mr. Newton’s account of his feelings, and his con- 
duét on the death of his dear partaer : 

‘* Many of our intimate friends were apprehenfive, that this 
long affliction, and efpecially the clofing event, would have over- 
whelmed me; but it was far otherwife. It did not prevent me trom 
preaching a fingle fermon; and I preached on the day of her 
death.” 

«« After fhe was gone, my willingnefs to be helped, and my 
defire that the Lord’s goodnefs to me might be obferved by others 
for their encouragement, made me indi ifferent to fome laws of ef- 
tablifhed cuftoms, the breach of which is often more noticed than 
the violation of God’s commands. I was afraid of fitting at home, 
and indulging myfeit by poring over my lofs, and theretore I was 
feen in the ftreet, and vilited fome of my ferious friends the v 
next day. I likewife preached three times while the lay dead in 
the houfe. Some of my brethren kindly offered their afliftance; 
but as the Lord was pleafed to give me ftrength both of body and 
mind, | thought it my duty to ftand up in my place as formerly. 
And after the was depofited i in the vault, I preached her funeral 
fermon, with little more fenfible emotion than if it had been for 
another perfon. I have reafon to hope that many of my hearers 
were comforted and animated under their afflictions by what :hey 
faw of the Lord’s goodnefs to me in my time of need. And I 
acknowledge i it was well worth ftanding awhile in the fire for fuch 
an opportunity of experiencit ug, and ex: ubiting, the power and 
faithfulnefs of his promifes. 

‘* | was not fupported by lively, fenfible confolations, but by 
being enabled to realize to my mind fome great and leading truths 

of the word of God. I faw, what indeed I knew before, but never 
till chen fo ftrongly and clearly perceived, that as a finner I had 
no right, and, as a believer, 1 could have no rea/on to complain, 
&c. &c. &c.—That his fovereignty was connected with infinite 
wifdom and goodnefs; and confequently, thar if it were pe fible 
for me to alter any part of this plan, I could only {poil it.’ 

* When my wife died, the world feemed to die with her, (I hope 
to revive no more.) | fee little now but my miniftry and my chrif- 
tian profefion, to make a continuance in life for a fingle day de- 
firable; though I am willing to wait my appointed time. _ If the 
world cannot reftore her to me, (not that 1 have the remoreft with 
that her return was poffible,) it can do nothing for me. The 
bank of England is too poor to compenfate for fuch 2 lofs as mine.’ 

Too much conformity to the cuftoms of the world is flown by 
very many pious people on the death of friends. We honour 
Mr. Newton for his magnanimity ; and we earneftly with that 
chrifiians would make Ged’s word, and not the ways of the _ 
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their rule on fuch occafions; and that all the followers of the 
Lamb would unite to form, by their combined example, a fafhion 
for themfelves. 


Letters on Miffions; addreffed to the Protefiant Minifters of 
the Britifh Churches. By MELVILLE Horne, late Chaplain 
of Sierra Leone, in Africa. 

[From the fame. ] 

THE /ubje@ and the /fy/e of thefe letters are remarkably, and 
perhaps equally, unufual. But the former is undeniably import- 
ant, and the latter is characteriftically fervent and intrepid. We 
learn from the preface, that they were written during the author’s 
refidence with the colony lately formed, with unprecedented views 
of beneficence, at Sierre Leone. At the expiration of fourteen 
months, having been difappointed in his hope of eftablithing a 
miffion to the natives, he returned to his wife and children, whofe 
ftrength was not fufficient to fhare the inclemencies aad hardthips 
of the fituation. His aim in this publication is to kindle amongft 
his brethren the fame ardour which impelled him to the undertak- 
ing ; and to turn his experience to general advantage, by pointing 
out the moft likely means of promoting miffions with fuccefs. 

His firft letter earneftly folicits the attention of truly chriftian 
minifters. In his next, he urges upon general practice the in- 
junétion of our Lord, to “ go into all the world, and preach the 
gofpel to every creature,” &c, vindicating it from the interpreta- 
tion which limits the duty to apoftles. He advances a charge of 
unfaithfulnefs to the grand interefts of our mafter; and atks, 
«What monies have we fubfcribed, what affociations have we 
formed, what prayers have we offered up, what animated ex- 
hortations have we given to our flocks, and to one another, on 
the fubje&t of miffions ?”’ | 

In the third letter, he briefly inveftigates the principles and pro- 
grefs of fuch miffions as have been carried on, particularly thofe 
of the Jefuits, wxitas fratrum, and Methodifts. He draws the 
following conclufion. ‘* When we come to make a general 
eftimate of the fuccefs of miffions, both in the Reman and 
Proteftant communions, I fear I fhould be too liberal were I to 
fay, that there are in the whole heathen world* one hundred thou- 
fand genuine converts to chrittianity. And if this be all we can 
fhow for our labour, from the reformation of Luther to the pre- 
fent day, 1 think it invincible demonftration, that we have not 
taken up the matter with a proper {pirit, nor conducted it in a pro- 
per manner.” 

The fourth letter contains the author’s views of the moft eligi- 
ble way of carrying miffions into effec. He thinks none fhould 
be undertaken by fewer than ten or twelve miffionaries; that each 

perion 
* Reckoned, elfewhere, at 1g out of 30 parts of the habitable world. 
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perfon fhould be acquainted with fome art by which he might do 
fomething toward his own maintenance ; and that they fhould be 
furnifhed with neceffary fupport, but not with ftated falaries. He 
gives the outline of a fuitable method of proceeding, fuppofing 
them fettled in the South Sea iflands, or on the continent of India; 
and fuggefts cautions againft meafures that might prove danger. 
ous to their fuccefs. In the two following letters he confiders the 
proper qualificatioys of a mifionary, and what conttitutes a cali 
to that office. ‘Ihe latter secetGerily implies the former, as it in- 
cludes an ability to comply with the call. Piety, not only fincere 
but powerful, is an eisai soenilies ‘* We fhould injure many,” 
fays Mr. H. ** by queftioning their piety, who are yet not pof- 
feffed of that vigorous and ftedfaft faith, that joyous hope, and that 
fervent love, which are abfolutely neeeffary to cv 2 man un- 
der all the facrifices, dangers, hardthips, and difcouragements of a 
miffionary wartare. The tree that is green, flourifhing, .and fruit- 
ful, while it ftands in a rich foil, and is fheltered by a furround- 
ing woed, might wither and die, or be torn up by its roots, 
if removed to a heath, where it enjoys none of the fame advan- 
tages.”’ Zeal, felf-command, activity, difintereftednefs, facility of 
fpeech, and catholicifm of fenument, are enumerated among the 
proper qualifications. When to thefe are joined a willingne/s, 
nay, a paflion, and that not fudden or trantient, for mifhons, a 
frecdom from ties incontiftent with the engagement; and a rea- 
fonable prafpec? of fuccefs, ariting from the patrons, funds, and 
fellow-labourers of the miffion, with fuitable preparatory know- 
Jedge ; the author regards fuch a perfonas called to the work. He 
would notwithftanding have him prepared to meet total difap- 
pvointment, and confequent, though groundlefs, cenfures. 

In the feventh letter, feveral trite o4yeé#ions again{t miffions are 
noticed and retuted. The eighth contrafts our negligence of this 
grand objet with the exertions and fufferings of wor/d/y people 
in their temporal purfuits and callings. People in the lower claf- 
fes, military officers, perfons of literature and fcience, and com- 
mercial navigators, are f{ummoned as witnefles againft the fervants 
and followers of Chrift. The ninth letter clofes the work, with 
a dehortation from the /ecu/arizing principles and difpofition which 
fo often fully our profeffion. 

Much might be faid in commendation of the manner in which 
Mr. Horne has executed his defign. His apologies for having 
{poken with the freedom he hath done are wholly unneceffary, for 
it is not by foftening dowa the features of ftrong truths that men 
will fall in love with them; their own ftriking lineaments muft 
carry the conviction to the confcience, and that can never be too 
torcible. 

He himfelf muft be confcious with what purpofe and vias 
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fre hath written. No good man can be offended with his caufe 
or his manner of pleading it; and as to the herd of nominal chrif- 
tians, whether minifters or people, /urdo narras fabulam. Yet 
will not his well-meant addrefs. be without its effect ; it will keep 
alive, and roufe up to more vigorous exertions, the flame that is 
not extinguifhed in many bofoms, which burn with defire for the 
accomplifhment of the glorious obje&t which he recommends. 





From the Minerva, and Mercantile Evening Advertifer. 
New-York, March 7, 1797. 

AMONG the Anfwers to Paine’s Age of Reafon, few are en- 
titled to equal efteem with * A Vindication of the Divine Infpira- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures.’”” By Thomas Scott, Chaplain of the 
Lock Hofpital, re-printed for Catchiin Davis, of New-York. 
His ftyle and manner are plain and concife—his arguments are 
pointed, but candid and decifive. He proves Mr. Paine to be not 
only malicious in his attacks, but profoundly ignorant of the fcrip- 
tures. Several direct affertions of Mr. Paine are proved to be po- 
fitive falfehoods. The writer does not offer railing for railing; 
yet a few of his remarks are as fevere as the whole of them are 
candid and judicious. 

This little book ef 200 duodecimo pages, together with Bifhop 
Watfon’s Vindication, ought to be read by all who read the Age 
of Reafon. Perhaps this will never be the cafe; but fuch able and 
difpaffionate defenders of religion will univerfally be refpected— 
and their fair, candid reafons and arguments will outlive the me- 
mory of Paine and all his works. 


POETRY. 


Verfes made by the Rev. JouN M‘CLELLEN, Minifter at Kirk- 
cudbright, in Scotland. Altered by the Rev. Dr. Gibbons. 
OME ftinglefs death, and gently waft me o’er 

Thy flood, and land me upon Canaan’s thore, 





eee 
—_—_—_—— 











fair inheritance: lo! here’s my pafs, 
Inicrib’d in blood by his own hand, that was, 
And is, and thallbe. JorDAN cut thy ftream, 
Thy channel dry: I bear my Father’s name 
Stampt on my brow: I’m ravith’d with my crown, 
The fun out-fhining : down, all glory down 
The world can give. See the pearly poft, 

The golden ftreet, the happy foul’s refort. 

The tree of life, floods gufhing from the throne, 
Call me to blifs. Begone, short woes, begone. 
I liv’d to die, but now I die to live. 

My foul enjoys more than | could conceive. 

Me the fure promife to poffeffion fends, 

My faith ia fight, my hope in glory ends. 


The 
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Poetry. 





THE PILGRIM. 


The HYMN /fung by the Misstonarties from the London Miflonary 


Society, upon their Embarkation. 


ESU, at thy command 
I launch into the deep ; 
And leave my native land, 
Where fin lulls all afleep : 
For thee I fain would all refign, 
And fail to Heav’n with Thee and Thine. 


W hat though the feas are broad, 
What though the waves are ftrong, 
W hat though tempeftuous winds 
Diftreis me all along ; 
Yet, what are feas or ftormy wind 
Compar’d to Chrift, the finner’s Friend! 


Chrift is my Pilot wife, 
My compafs i is his word : 
My foul each ftorm defies, 
While I have fuch a Lord. 
I truft his faithfulnefs and pow'r 
To fave me in the trying hour. 


Though rocks and quickfands deep 
Through all my paffage lie, | 
Yet Chriit fhall fafely keep } 
And guide me with his eye. 
How can I fink with fuch a prop, 
That bears the world and all things up ? 


By faith I fee the land, 
The hav’n of endlefs reft : 
My foul, thy wings expand, 
And fly to Jefus’ breaft. 
Oh may I reach the heav’nly fhore, 
Where winds and feas diftrefs no more ¢ 





Whene’er becalm’d I lie, 
And all mv ftorms fubfide, 
Then to my fuccour fly 
And keep me near thy fide; 
For more the treach’rous calm I dread 
Than tempefts burfting o’er my head. 


Come heav’nly wind and blow 
A profp’rous gale of grace, 
To waft from all below 
To heav'n my deftin’d place ; 
Then in full fail my port Dll find, 
And leave the world and fin behind. 


, 





